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[ Living Christianity : Changing Lives ] 
Our Vision is to build and grow a radical and inclusive Christian community 
that seeks to see individuals and communities changed by the love of God. 

 

Galatians 5: 22-26 & 6: 1-10 
 

5 16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what 
the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to 
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you 

are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19 Now the works 
of the flesh are obvious. 

 
22 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no 
law against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 

conceited, competing against one another, envying one another. 
6 My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have 
received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. 
Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear one another’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ. 3 For if those 

who are nothing think they are something, they deceive 
themselves. 4 All must test their own work; then that work, rather 

than their neighbour’s work, will become a cause for pride. 5 For all 
must carry their own loads. 

 
6 Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with 

their teacher. 7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap 
whatever you sow. 8 If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap 

corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap 
eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in doing what is 

right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So 
then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of 

all, and especially for those of the family of faith. 
 
 



Rector’s Report 
 

Once again it has been a jam-packed year of activities, events, services, special 
occasions and fellowship. 
 
In the reading from Galatians that we have used throughout the year, we are 
told that the fruits of the Holy Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. It is true to say that over 
the past year I have seen these fruits embodied in the life, work and witness of 
the benefice. 
 
It is always a privilege for us to host the weddings of many couples. We invite 
each couple for a wedding preparation morning, visit them and few times to 
arrange the ceremony itself, celebrate with them on the day, invite them back 
for a Valentine’s meal the following year and are always here for them. In them 
we catch a glimpse of God’s love at work and as they engage with us they see 
God’s love active in church life. 
 
One particular joy for clergy is to be able to journey with families exploring 
baptism. It is a joy for us and for them too. It is a joy because we are adding to 
our number. Often, we cannot see what God is doing, but baptism is one way of 
planting the seeds, seeing them nurtured and cared for. we have seen many of 
our baptism families return to families service, including families@4.30. This has 
blossomed into a congregation in its own right – worshipping and sharing in 
fellowship together. Other joys have included the growth of the Four 
Communities Activities Groups, particularly the Meet’n’Eat group. This brings 
great joy! 
 
Much time in this benefice is spent conducting funerals and caring for those who 
have been bereaved, the sick and the dying. I am particularly grateful to the 
Pastoral Teams who assist with home visits, home communions, visiting care 
homes, hospitals and families in need. I know that all we do for families at their 
time of need brings great peace, one of the gifts of the Spirit the world needs 
more of. Our presence in this form brings the peace of God to homes and to the 
community. 
 
This benefice is particularly generous. Not only with money, but generous with 
time, energy and enthusiasm. Although we’re not quite able to pay our parish 
share this year, our commitment to our church families has been a real blessing. 
It is hard to be generous with money in a world that demands more and more 
from us, yet we have been able to give cheerfully. We still need to think of new 
ways of generating an income so we can meet the parish share as a benefice, 
finance our buildings, pay the bills and engage with mission too. All of that brings 



a cost. However, we must continue to face that cost with a generous heart. One 
way we do that here is by giving to others – The Foobank, Tariro, FIND, MIND, 
Tiffer’s Homeless Bus Project, UNICEF and many other charities and appeals. 
 
We might not often think of ourselves as gentle, but it should be one of the 
characteristics of the Spirit at work in us. I see so much gentleness in our 
churches, though. The stranger than comes into our church to find refuge and 
quiet, the approach we have for those who need prayer, the way we care for 
one another and those who cannot make it to church. There are policies in place 
to help us become more gentle, such as Safeguarding. Gentleness is often about 
being aware of our surroundings, situations and issues. Our Wednesday 
Communion has the act of Healing and Wholeness once a month and gives 
people space to discover God’s gentle nature in their lives. Other services, such 
as our Ash Wednesday or Holy Week services, also give us the time and freedom 
to live in God’s gentleness and learn it for ourselves. 
 
Each church member plays their part in keeping our churches thriving and active. 
We have welcomed hundreds of people through our church doors for special 
services such as Easter and Christmas, Baptisms and Weddings, many attending 
church for the first time. Our verging and sidemens teams have prepared the 
church and welcomed them. Most of our services happen because people have 
prepared for them – choirs, musicians, priests, servers, sacristans, bell ringers 
and so on. This demonstrates the fruit of faithfulness that we have to the Gospel 
and to each other. 
 
Self-control is a bit more difficult to spot on a Sunday morning! Not that we are 
not in control of ourselves, but that it is much more about how we live our lives 
Monday to Saturday. Do we allow Sunday’s worship, whether we enjoyed it or 
not, to soak into our lives at work and home? Our own self-control changes the 
way we experience love, joy, peace, kindness and so on. Self-control is about 
knowing ourselves, our limitation, our frustrations and learning to deal with 
them. Worship isn’t a cover up of our weaknesses, but an exposure, where all 
our baggage is revealed and highlighted before God. It is only when we are 
honest and truthful about our self-control that God can break through and the 
church can move forward. Is it him we serve, or our own ego? Is it him we glory, 
or do we glory in ourselves? 
 
A Vacancy is looming – sorry about that! But it is in the Vacancy that you too will 
catch a glimpse of where the fruits of the Spirit are strong, or where they need 
work. Living by them all is difficult, but it is what we are called to do and be. All 
these fruits are beneficial for our lives at home and at work, but particularly for 
the family of faith, the church, God’s family. 
 
 



Group Reports 
 

Group:  Barham Church Choir 
Meets:  Fridays for rehearsals, Sundays for services 
Contact: Hilary de Lacy 
The choir at Barham meet regularly on Friday evenings to enhance our weekly worship on 
Sundays.  We could do with new members otherwise the future is uncertain.   My thanks to 
Glenda, Kate and Bruce who play when I cannot. 

 

Group:  Ministry Team 
Meets:  5/6 times a year 
 

The Ministry Team has met regularly throughout the year to: 
- Pray and discern God’s voice in our benefice 
- Share with the Vision 2019/20: Galatians passage 
- The ongoing life and mission of the benefice 
- Worship and Services, including the Ministry Team rota 
- Pastoral matters and care of the Pastoral Teams 
- Discuss procedure and policy 
- Sharing and planning of church activities 
- Act as Standing Committee to the PCCs 
As well as meeting together, the Ministry Team has spent hours planning and conducting 
weddings, baptisms and funerals, attending various meetings for church and community, 
representing the face of the church at various functions, visiting and pastoral duties, 
organizing Sunday services and planning sermons and other duties that keep our benefice 
operating smoothly. This year we welcomed the Churchwardens to the meetings. 
 
Ministry Team Members: The Rector; Revd Cathy Austin, SSM; Liz Stone, Reader; Chris 
Farley, Reader; Churchwardens. 
Retired Priests with Permission to Officiate (PTO): Revd Jenny Ablett, Revd Bruce Wakeling, 
Revd Bernard Rose 

 

Group:  Star Trail 
Contact: The Rector 
Star Trail is a new initiative that saw over 140 children from Claydon Primary school exploring 
the Christmas Story. The Church is decorated with 6 tents, each tent representing a different 
part of the story of the Magi. By the end of the trail, the children have offered a gift to the 
baby Jesus is the manger, as well as been on a multi-sensory journey exploring the gifts of the 
Wise Men. As this year’s event was only a trial, plans are underway to extend the length of 
the event and invite more schools to go on the journey. The dates for 2020 are in the church 
calendar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Group:  Pastoral Teams 
Meets:  5/6 times a year 
 

Our benefice has two Pastoral Teams. A Team that serves Claydon, Barham and Gt Blakenham 
and another team that serves Henley. Each has committed members who carry out visits, 
home Communions, visits to care homes and hospitals. The Pastoral Teams meet regularly to 
discuss who they have visited and who might need a visit and/or prayer, home communion 
or anointing with oil. Visits are not discussed in detail but remain private and confidential to 
the visitor themselves. However, we report back to the group to uphold our accountability. 
The Pastoral Teams talk about practice and policy, confidentiality and other issues that arise 
from lone visiting and they are responsible to The Rector and each of their church PCCs. 
 
This year we licensed 5 new Benefice Elders. These Elders continue to visit the sick and the 
housebound. We have implemented a new practice which improves our after care/follow up 
with funeral families, wedding couples and baptism families. Two pastoral visitors will follow 
up each of these to see if the family would like a visit or contact with the church. 
 
This year we have pushed our ‘Lifts to Church’ contacts and made them public, as well as 
advertised Pastoral Visiting on our website, in the InTouch Mag and on the pew sheet. 
 
The Pastoral Teams are there to serve each church, its members, those unable to get to 
church and those in the community to ask to see a member of the church for whatever reason. 
The Pastoral Team not only provides a service for the sick or ill, but for those who need a 
listening ear, those with various problems and those who are exploring faith or are on the 
edge of church. 
 
Pastoral Team Members 
Barham: Pauline Dennis, Ann Colthorpe, Revd Carl (Chair), Revd Jenny, Chris Farley (Reader), 
Liz Stone (Reader), Dorothy Lay 
Henley: Revd Cathy (Chair), Carol Wood, Jenny Underhill, Margaret Gerrard 
Gt Blakenham: Revd Carl (Chair), Wendy Hooper, Caroline Ray 

 

Group:  Outreach to Schools 
Contact: Revd Carl Melville 
Schools: Henley Primary School, Claydon Primary School, Claydon High School 
 
Revd Carl continues to go into the primary schools to lead assemblies based on various 
themes throughout the year. He is now in a primary school every week. This link is vital to the 
ongoing life and witness of our church, building up relationships with the teachers and 
children. Revd Carl also goes into Claydon High School to lead assemblies. This link has proved 
invaluable in relating to teenagers who come to the church for events, Christmas, weddings 
and funerals. 
A good relationship with each of the schools means we are able to use their facilities more 
openly and invite them to events such as Star Trail. They also use our buildings for different 
things and we have seen the Pre School and Primary School in church for carol services and 
Year 6 Leaving service. 

 
 
 
 
 



Group:  Bell Ringers – Henley and Barham 
Contact: Paul Corbett 
Preparing for the restoration of Barham’s Bells, hopefully later this year, we set out to train 
and teach some new bell ringers. Most Wednesdays and Saturdays we have attended Henley 
Church and 12 new ringers have been taught and trained. Since October the new ringers have 
learnt to ring a bell safely and have now ventured into ringing as a team. Our thanks go to 
David and Lesley Steed particularly, and any other professionals who have been over to teach 
us. We would be happy to welcome any new recruits, so get in touch or come along! 
Ringing at Henley continues as normal as well, and we ring for the 3rd Sunday service of the 
month, as well as for special occasions. 

 

Barham Churchwarden Report 
Dorothy Lay 
This has been a very busy year supporting Revd Carl with the Churchyard No Plastic project, 
the bell fund and window repairs, meeting many very interesting people who have given their 
expert advise. 
 The church has been very busy with activities for children and hopefully this will continue 
and grow. 
 I would like to thank everyone for their support throughout the year as most of the time I 
have been the only warden available which makes a great deal of extra work and without 
their help it is a massive task. 
 Due to ill health I will be taking a break and hope that the next warden enjoys the post as 
much as I have. 
 I would like to thank Revd. Carl for all his support and wish him well for the future. 

 

Group:  Barham Flower Arrangers 
Meets:  Mostly Saturdays by rota basis 
Venue:  Barham Church 
Contact: Suzy Ambler 
I would firstly like to thank all our flower ladies for their continued support this year.  We have 7 
teams in total, each team consisting of at least 2 ladies, who volunteer and provide flower displays 
on a rotation basis, meaning each team provides flowers at most, bi monthly, with the exception of 
Easter, Harvest and Christmas, when all teams work together to fill the church at these special times 
of the year. 
I would personally like to formally thank Pauline Dennis for her valuable support in putting the 
flower rota together for many years, always making sure that supplies were available at the church 
and coordinating the flower arrangements in the church.  Pauline handed this role over to me in 
August 2019. I held an informal meeting when I took over the role, giving the ladies an opportunity 
to share ideas and to ensure that everyone was happy with all arrangements for the rota moving 
forward.   
I would also like to thank Angela and Trevor Messenger, who kindly visit the church on a regular 
basis on my behalf, to check on the flower displays, water them, and check stock levels. This is much 
appreciated to ensure that the church has a continuous display of flowers, with the exception of 
Lent and Advent.  Angela, Suzy and Dorothy continue their annual visits to Bury Cathedral to do 
flowers representing Barham Church.  Thanks also goes to Angela and Suzy for continuing to 
promote flowers for weddings in the church, meeting couples and making sure that everything is 
pristine on the day. 
I cannot forget the gentlemen who have kindly helped us with the heavier jobs throughout the year, 
refreshments, decorating at Christmas time etc. and clearing up…Rod Fisher, Trevor Messenger, 
John Dennis.  And last, by no means least, I would like to thank Kath for all the beautiful flower 
arrangements she did in the church over the years, and wish her well. 

 



Group:  Soup Kitchen 
Meets:  Sundays 
Time:   7.30pm 
Venue:  Elm street, Ipswich 
Contact: Ann Colthorpe, 01473 831079, anncolthorpe64@gmail.com  
Soup kitchen continues to run smoothly with over 60 people involved over an 8-week 
period. We have between 30/35 clients each Sunday. We operate from the lay-by outside 
the Magistrates Courts in Ipswich.  The clients are always grateful for a cup of soup, 
sandwiches, tea, coffee, chocolate bars and fruit. 
Last Year the Scouts raised money for us and bought sleeping bags, bed rolls and hats and 
gloves which have been well received. 
We are lucky enough to be supported by our Harvest gifts and donations from individuals 
during the year. We now have an arrangement with Stowmarket food bank that when they 
have a surplus of soup they donate to us and we supply them with any surplus food we 
have. 

 

Safeguarding 
Our Safeguarding Officers for the Benefice are: 
Claydon and Barham: Ann Colthorpe, anncolthorpe64@gmail.com, 01473 831079 
Henley and Gt Blakenham: Wendy Hooper, wendydhooper@gmail.com, 01473 846642 
 
We should be proud that everyone who has a role in benefice church life has completed the 
relevant safeguarding training and awareness courses. A number of people have had to 
“upgrade” their training level due to being licensed to a new ministry. Several others have 
also received DBS checks, particularly those leading new groups within the benefice. 
A Safeguarding document can be found in each of our churches. 
 
Safeguarding contacts 
To report or discuss a concern or for general safeguarding advice, please contact: 
Karen Galloway, Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser: 
Telephone 07785 621319. 
Non-urgent and general enquiries should continue to be sent 
to safeguarding@cofesuffolk.org in the first instance. 
  
Safeguarding training 
Taiwo Ajayi, Safeguarding Trainer/Training Coordinator 
Telephone: 01473 298500 
safeguarding.training@cofesuffolk.org  
 
Criminal record checks and 
general enquiries 
Sally Fitch, Safeguarding 
Administrator 
Tel: 01473 298540 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anncolthorpe64@gmail.com
mailto:anncolthorpe64@gmail.com
mailto:wendydhooper@gmail.com
mailto:safeguarding@cofesuffolk.org
mailto:safeguarding.training@cofesuffolk.org


Group:  Barham and Claydon Mothers Union 
Church:  Barham  
Meets:  Second Tuesday in the Month 
Time:   2pm 

Venue:  Various members’ homes 
 
Contact:  Jane Whight, 01473 830543 jane.whight@btinternet.com  
 
Talks Archeology, Lighthouse domestic violence, 
India and St Thomas. Most Members came to and 
took part in the Friday afternoon Lent Group. We 
make woolen hats for seafarers toiletries for the 
Women's Refuge Christmas Gifts for Acorn House for 
young homeless people support Church Activities 
and FIND. We were urged by M U to Listen Observe 
Act-in step with God this year. The Clewer Initiative 
is if we have concerns regarding modern day slavery 
who to contact was new this last year. We can't do 
everything but we all can pray. Socially visit 
Bressingham Garden and Christmas Lunch 

 

Group:  Henley MU 
Meets:  2nd Monday of month  
Time:   7.30pm 
Venue:  Various members’ homes 
Contact: Clare Thomas, 01473 832808, clare.thomas@btinternet.com  
We had a busy year during 2019.  Programme highlights included talks on Modern Day 
Slavery, the Falkland Islands and the environment and how to reduce plastic use, and a bible 
study with Revd Carl.  We had a lovely summer evening in a member’s garden, and two 
delicious lunches.  We enjoyed watching ‘Victoria and Abdul’ and had an interesting 
discussion about the film afterwards. 
Members from our branch attended a number of Diocesan MU events, the Thy Kingdom 
Come service in Coventry Cathedral and the National Mothers’ Union General Meeting in 
Portsmouth. 
Fundraising was achieved by our regular cake sales at Henley Community Centre, the ‘Little 
Blue Bags’ and members’ donations.  This meant we were able to send £836 to the main 
Mothers’ Union Diocesan and National charities for various projects in the UK and worldwide. 
We led the Mothering Sunday service at St Peter’s, Henley, and ran children’s nativity related 
crafts at the Henley Christmas Fayre.  We sent baptism anniversary cards to the children 
baptised at St Peter’s during the last five years.  During advent our two knitted Nativity Cribs 
were out with families in Henley and all the Class One families at Henley Primary School. 
We had a collection to buy gifts for the Ipswich Soup Kitchen and were able to take 52 parcels, 
each containing a toothbrush, toothpaste, shower gel and Mars bar, each with a Christmas 
cards, to the Soup Kitchen on 22nd December. 
It is very sad that we lost two of our long standing and faithful members this year – Joyce 
Hornsby and Irene Nutton.  Irene had been leader of the Henley MU (which latterly became 
the afternoon group) for many years.  We miss both very much, for their contributions to our 
group and to the wider community in Henley. 
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Group:  families@4.30 
Meets:  1st Sunday of every month 
Time:  4.30pm 
Venue:  Barham Church and Hall 
families@4.30 has gone from strength to strength 
during 2019 following its transition from a Barham 
activity held 4 times a year to a Benefice activity held 
every month. The normal format continues to be 
crafts or other activities appropriate to the theme 
for the month followed by a short, lively act of 
worship and culminating in a sit-down meal for all 
the family and the team. Over the past 12 
months the average attendance has been about 
15-20 children accompanied by a similar 
number of mums and dads etc.   
Through families@4.30 we now maintain regular 
contact with 30 young families all of whom have attended 
at least once during the past 12 months. In July we held a very 
successful family barbecue with 80 attendees from both this group and morning 
congregations. 
We were visited by St Augustine’s puppets in 2019 which were great fun and we hope to see 
them again in March 2020. 

 

Group:  Great Blakenham 200 Club 
Meets:  Ongoing throughout the year 
Contact:  Marion Little, 01473 830915 
The 200 Club was set up to fund repairs to the fabric of St Mary’s Church, covering all 
permanent structures within the Church boundary. It is a Restricted Fund and no expenses 
are incurred. There are currently six collectors, collecting between £72 and £450 each.   
Tickets cost £12 per year, the monies are collected during January and early February. The 
draw takes place at a different venue each time with six prizes per month of between £5 
and £25. 
£1870 was collected during 2019, giving a profit of £1030. 

 

Group:  Ecumenical Prayer Group 
Meets:  Henley Church, first Monday of each month, 9.15am 
contact: Anji Dawkins, anjidawkins@hotmail.com  
RC, URC, CofE are represented in the 6-8 people who regularly attend. We have a Bible 
reading or reflection and time for quiet prayer in the peace of the church, or the Vestry in the 
winter. We meet at our house occasionally and have a get together with partners once a year. 
£21 was sent off to Fellowship of the Least Coin, a worldwide ecumenical movement for peace 
and reconciliation. We were all very sad to lose two faithful members this year, Joyce and 
Irene. They had prayed with us for many years. 
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Group:  Great Blakenham Parish Room 
Meets:  Ongoing throughout the year 
Contact: Wendy Hooper, 014730846642, wendydhooper@gmail.com 
The Parish Room continues to have a regular core of local community groups using the hall 
on a weekly basis with additional one-off users. 
Many improvements were made to the facilities during the year with decorating and 
repairs; new tables chairs were purchased. This was made possible by grants from Suez 
Communities Trust and John Field’s Locality Fund, to whom thanks are given. The hedge is 
maintained by an outside contractor twice a year. Thanks is given to Committee Members 
for their continued support and assistance during the year. The Parish Room Committee 
anticipates further growth in usage during 2020. 

 

Group:  Barham Building and Finance Sub-Committee 
Contact: Revd Carl Melville (Chair), Dorothy Lay and Robert Clarke (Wardens) 
Meet:  Every other month 
Over the past year we have seen lots happen to the fabric of Barham Church. The Church 
Recorders have finished their job of recording everything in the church, vestry and hall and 
have compiled three large folders of pictures, information and history or everything we have 
in our building (see below). 
We have seen the CCTV system installed which means we can keep our church open. 
We have installed a new sound system which has transformed worship. 
The West Window, Vestry Window and Chapel Window have had repairs completed. 
The Bells Project continues to go from strength to strength and we are nearly ready to submit 
a faculty to have the work done. This will see new tower doors and the restoration of the 
ancient bells to a peal of six bells. 
Claydon and Barham PCC for many years have had a policy of aiming to meet its day to day 
expenses without fundraising and directing all our fundraising efforts towards our Fabric 
Fund or special appeals – this year it was the Bells. We have three major events each year 
being out Fete Weekend, the Barham Hall Picnic Concert and our Christmas Bazaar. All three 
of these proved to once again be very popular and very successful in 2019 and between 
then raised over £6,750. The Fete weekend included a rerun of the previous year’s Claydon 
& Barham Days Gone Exhibition. The Bazaar had to move venues to the Community Centre 
and the date had to be brought forward but the crowds still turned out and gave us a record 
profit. This year the Bells Appeal inspired three additional efforts being guided tours of our 
tower; the opening of the gardens Barham School House; and a Fashion Show. These, 
together the annual sponsored Cycle Ride, nearly raised a further £1,000. 
 

Church Recorders at Barham - Back in 2015, following a guided tour of the Church for the local 
U3A group, we were asked if the Arts Society Church Recorders could make a record of our 
Church Furnishings. The PCC  readily agreed and the Woodbridge, South Suffolk and Orwell 
Church Recorders Groups started work in the Church in the Spring of 2016 working  on 
alternate Monday mornings in the Church. This work continued for over three years and  
culminated on 6th September 2019 in the presentation of three huge volumes. These 
contain 100’s of photographs and detailed descriptions and history of every single thing in 
our Church from our world famous Henry  Moore  Sculpture and our beautiful stained glass 
through to individual books and the vases used for flower arranging. This result of hundreds 
of hours of cataloguing, photography and research is now held in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London and in the County Archives. In due course a suitable cabinet will be 
acquired so that this record can be held safely on our Church premises. In the meantime if 
you would like to borrow the record to study at home please ask. 



 

Group:  Coffee morning: ‘Coffee n Chat’ 
Meets:  Second Saturday of each month    
Time:   10am-12noon                       Venue:  Gt Blakenham Parish Room 
Contact: Cyndy and Paul Kirkland, kirklandcyndy@yahoo.com  
GB’s coffee mornings continue to be well attended. Homemade cakes are always welcome, 
and dietary needs are catered for where possible. Hospitality has often been extended to 
visitors passing through, and our core regulars are among those who make them feel 
welcome to enjoy a coffee, chat, cake and meet new people. The introduction of bacon and 
sausage rolls during the winter months has been well received. Thank you to all for your 
continued support. 

 

Group:  Claydon and Barham Church Family Social events 
Meets:  Various events throughout the year 
Contact: Barham PCC 
We have three established events during the year 
which are aimed at whole Church family and intended 
to be affordable for all. There is no intention of 
making money from these although small profits are 
inevitable. The bring and share lunch at Epiphany only 
attracts about twenty to thirty people but is really 
appreciated by those whose Christmas is quieter than 
many. The family barbecue in July proved hugely 
popular with young families and the not so young and 
brought together the Sunday morning congregations 
and the Families@4.30. The bouncy castle was a big 
plus. The ever-popular Harvest Lunch was again a sell-
out with a wide range of ages. The PCC would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who would like to 
introduce further social events to our Church 
Calendar. 

 

Group:  The Four Community Activities Group 
Meets:  Various venues and times 
Contact:  Chris Farley, or as advised in the ‘In Touch’ Mag 
The Meet’n’Eat Group has gone from strength to strength, with many new people 
attending.  The December meeting saw 36 people sit down to a full Christmas lunch, which 
was much appreciated.  Some extra helpers would be welcomed. 
The Art Group continues to be well attended but has room for some new members.  They 
have had a demonstration, been out sketching and had sales tables at various fetes and 
fairs. 
The Book Club is flourishing with many new members attending and contact is maintained 
with those unable to attend.  A wide variety of books have been read - with the expected 
mixed responses. 
The Knitting Group has also increased its membership and kept busy knitting for premature 
babies, seafarers and the Soup Kitchen, as well as Great Blakenham’s Christmas display. 
Walk and Talk started and is doing well; being enjoyed by both humans and dogs. 
Sadly, the Men’s Group has closed but some of the members now attend Meet’n’Eat.  
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Group:  St Mary’s, Great Blakenham, Fabric and Building 
Meets:  At PCC meetings 
Contact: Wendy Hooper, 01473 846642, wendydhooper@gmail.com  

              Caroline Ray, 01473 833753, carolinemariaray@gmail.com 
The churchyard upkeep, grass cutting etc, is the responsibility of Great Blakenham Parish 
Council as the churchyard is closed. We are grateful for the good work done by the 
contractor in maintaining the churchyard over the past year. This work has been 
supplemented by the efforts of volunteer parishioners on an ad hoc basis. 
We mainly play pre-recorded music at most of our services, which is very useful when the 
services of an organist are not available. 
We continue to fundraise for our 20/20 Vision project to reorder the church which will 
provide a kitchen and toilet. A project to help pay for the cost of additional tiles in the old 
organ chamber has proved popular with church regulars and visitors alike. 
Thanks is given to the team of volunteers who regularly give their time to clean the church, 
make the tea, provide flowers, and pray for all involved. 

 
 
 

Group:  Gt Blakenham Church Fundraising 
Meets:  Ongoing throughout the year 
Contact: Wendy Hooper; 01473 846642, wendydhooper@gmail.com  
The fundraising events started with a quiz at the beginning of the year, and throughout the 
year we have included new events such as the village fete coupled with Doggy Day which 
was very popular and well supported. We continue holding our regular events such as Easter 
Fayre, coffee mornings, Wedding Fayre, and Christmas Festival and Christmas Fayre, with a 
new addition of Santa’s grotto. 
Roy Tricker presented a history evening in the summer which was very interesting. 
We continue to hold events for the 20/20 reordering project to provide a kitchen and toilet 
in the church. 
We work closely with community groups and local businesses: their support is much 
appreciated. 
Thanks to all who support and help to make our fundraising events possible. 
 

Group:  Sunshine Service 
Meets:  Monthly                            Venue: Claydon and Barham Village Hall 
Contact: Revd Jenny, 01473 830205 
The monthly Sunshine Services closely follow the church’s year and seasons. Bible stories, 
often Godly Play stories, action songs and activities are enjoyed by all. Adults and children 
alike. Children and adults readily contribute to prayer requests. Highlights include the school 
holiday services when the older children join us. The Maundy Thursday celebration of the Last 
Supper and making the Christmas Pudding for FIND. 

 

Group:  Open the Book 
Meets:  Termly                               Venue: Claydon Primary school 
Contact: Revd Jenny, 01473 830205 
The OTB team go into Claydon Primary four times per term at the invitation of the Head 
Teacher. The Bible stories follow the OTB programme linking into seasonal stories at 
Christmas and Easter. There are six people who regularly ‘story tell’ supported by others 
occasionally and sometimes the children. We are a team, who learn, laugh, have lots of fun 
and enjoy seeing the children engage with the stories and songs. 

mailto:wendydhooper@gmail.com
mailto:carolinemariaray@gmail.com
mailto:wendydhooper@gmail.com


 

Group:  Claydon and Barham Young Families 
Meets:  Every other Thursday morning during Term time. 
Time:  09:30 - 11:30 
Venue:  Claydon and Barham Village Hall 
Contact: Michelle Smith 01473833788 msmith.almondbeach@talktalk.net  
Young Families has now been running for 29 years. At our regular sessions we welcome 
anyone with Babies or Children under five for imaginative play, Song-time and lots of fun. 
Families can enjoy a different craft activity with a theme where Children can be creative and 
try out different materials to produce an individual masterpiece. 
For Parents, Grandparents or Carers it is a good opportunity to meet others with pre-school 
age Children. We update our toys continually to meet the ever changing challenges of 
engaging Children in social activities and improving hand eye co-ordination whilst having 
fun!Young Families means a great deal to a lot of Children in this community.  
Over the last year we have enjoyed: A Teddy Bears Picnic, A Birthday Party, A trip to the 
Rare Breeds Farm and a visit from Father Christmas at our Christmas Party.  
Young Families supporters ran a Chocolate Tombola at the Church Christmas Fair. 

mailto:msmith.almondbeach@talktalk.net


 

 

 
Growing in Depth – responding to the call of Christ in every part of our lives 
Growing in Number – drawing contacts we have into the life of God’s kingdom 
Growing in Influence – reaching beyond ourselves in our impact on the wider 
world 
Growing Younger – building churches whose age range reflects our 
communities 
 
 



Youth and Children’s Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the year we have once again expanded our outreach to youth and children. 
families@4.30 has been a thriving example of our growing ministry to children and young 
families. It has become a buzzing meeting point for families to come together, meet others, 
have lots of fun, worship God and eat together. It has become a congregation in its own right. 
 
Once again, J-Team was a success and attracted many children who might not otherwise 
attend church. Our children’s workshops at Easter and Christmas were very popular last year, 
with Henley overflowing into the church! 
 
Revd Carl goes into the primary schools regularly to lead assemblies and acts of worship, 
supported by Revd Jenny and Revd Cathy in that ministry. Often these are themed, following 
school values and subjects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St Mary’s 20:20 
 
Great Blakenham Church has stood in the village for nearly 
800 years, with foundations probably predating the present 
building. Each generation has left its mark on the building – 
from the pews, to adding the tower and then a wooden 
porch, shaping and reshaping the windows. 
 
We love our current building, but to meet the needs of our 
growing village and active congregation, we have launched a 
major reordering project called 2020, that will make fit the 
building for another generation. 
 
The 2020 project will include: 

• The (re)installation of a new window, the moving of 
the baptismal font (used for christenings etc) and a 
new floor for the East end of the building. 

• The installation of mains water and a new kitchenette 
at the back of the church with facilities to make 
refreshments and wash up. 

• The installation of a new toilet, accessible to all, including a new path 
and lighting. 

• Modernisation of the electrics, including connections to the building. 
 
St Mary’s is Grade 1 listed so all work must be carried with due care and respect to the 
building and its surroundings. And of course, these things never come cheap. 
 
On top of the ever-increasing daily bills to simply keep the church open and running, we are 

looking at having to raise about £100,000. 
 
This past year has seen us apply to a major funding source and, having passed through 
Phase One of the application stage, we hope to hear by the end of March 2020 if we have 
been successful in securing over £70,000. 
 
As part of Lent 2020, we are asking people to take a £10 and to double or triple it, making as 
much money from it as possible, using creative and inventive means. 
 
Further details about leaving a Legacy to the Church can be found on our website, by 
clicking Policies. 
 
Full plans and architects drawings can be found in the Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Barham Bells Ap-peal 
 
This project has moved along fast, with the designs for the new 
tower doors having been received. We do have to apply for 
planning permission, as well as a full faculty from the church. 
We should be successful with these though. 
 
Barham Church tower currently houses four bells, which before 
long will be completely derelict and a possible danger. The last 
peal on the bells was rung in 1947 and the bells were in a bad 
state of repair then! 
 
The PCC has voted to restore and augment the bells, adding two 
new bells to make a ring of six in a new steel frame further down 
the tower. 
 
The bells will be rung from the ground floor of the tower, so 
new tower doors will be needed to keep out the cold. This will 
have an overall effect of the draught in church. This also means 
people will be able to watch the ringers at work! We hope to 
install a small screen and camera so that we can watch the bells ringing from inside the 
church. The old funeral bier, currently up in the tower, will be lovingly restored and a new 
glass top added to make a nice welcome station for leaflets. 
 
As well as restoring and reviving the history of Barham Church, we’ll also be providing an extra 
service to the community. Not only will wedding couples be able to have the bells at 
weddings, but we hope to reach out into the village to recruit new ringers, invite local schools 
to explore the bells, tower and church history, and welcome visiting ringers from all over the 
country who wish to ring the bells. 
 
A willing band of ten learners have attended Henley church weekly to learn to ring. We are 
able to ring round and call changes and we hope that by the time the Barham bells are back, 
we’ll be professionals! 
 
Amazingly, we have 
already been promised 
the money for two of 
the new bells and we 
hope to find donors for 
the fixtures and 
fittings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Claydon Group of Churches Legacy Policy 
 

 
 

Your local church welcomes all gifts in wills, however large or small and we promise to 

use your gift to make a difference to our parish and to its life, witness and mission. Our 

PCC Legacy Policy is to use gifts to help fund significant development projects, 

whether buildings, equipment, mission or staff.  

 

Since needs change over the years, we encourage you to leave a gift in your will for 

the general purposes of the parish rather than for a specific restricted purpose. We 

will discuss possible uses of your gift with your executors when the time comes, 

bearing in mind your known areas of interest in the church (e.g. music, buildings, 

children and youth, overseas mission or aid) and the church’s priorities at the time. 

However, if you wish to leave a legacy to one of our existing restricted funds (e.g. the 

organ or bell fund), then we promise we will only use your gift for that purpose. 

 

You can be confident that your gift will be used to make a real difference to our future 

mission and ministry. 

 

We acknowledge gifts in whatever way the donor and/or his/her executors feel most 

appropriate. Equally, we can make sure that gifts remain anonymous if the donor 

prefers. 

 

If you would like to talk to someone in confidence about the sorts of purposes your 

gift might fund, and how/if you would like your gift to be acknowledged, please 

contact The Revd Carl Melville our Rector on 01473 833542 or email 

carlmelville@hotmail.com. Alternatively, your PCC Treasurer would be willing to 

speak with you in confidence. 

 

If you would like to make a gift to our church in memoriam, please come and discuss 

this with us too. It can be a wonderful and appropriate way to remember a loved one. 

January 2020 
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Snapshots of 2019 
 
 

8 Weddings 

 
 

2 Blessings/Renewal of Vows 

 
 

Baptisms 

 
 

Over 30 funerals, Burial of Ashes and Acts of Remembrance 

 
 
 
 

Electoral Roll Info 
Henley – 38 
Barham – 85 

Gt Blakenham – 18  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diary Dates 2020* 
 

*Dates and times may change. 

 
Up to date times and venues can be found in the weekly pew 

sheets, on the notice board, pew sheets or on our website 
www.claydonchurches.com 

 
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
families@4.30 Every first Sunday, Barham Church 

Henley Community Choir, Mondays, 7.30pm, Henley Vestry 
Barham Church Choir Practice, Fridays, 7.30pm, Barham Church Hall 

Midweek Communion – Barham Church, Wednesdays at 10am 
St Peter’s Court HC – 4th Wednesday of the month 

Barham Care Centre HC – 2nd Tuesday of the month 
Alasdair Place HC – 2nd Friday of the month 

Young Families – Alternate Thursdays, Claydon Village Hall (Sunshine Service monthly) 
Home Group – every Tuesday, 7pm, The Rectory 

Coffee Mornings – GB Parish Room, 10-12, 2nd Saturday of every month 
Henley Ecumenical Prayer group – first Monday of every month, 9.15am, Henley Church 

Henley Mothers’ Union – second Monday of every month, 7.30 pm, venue varies 
 
 

Four Communities Activities Groups, include: 
Knitting Group – meets at Alasdair Place on the first Thursday of the month from 10.30am-12noon. 
Book Club – Last Thursday of every month, The Crown Claydon at 10.30am. 
Meet’n’Eat – First Friday of the month, Gt Blakenham Parish Room, from 12noon. £4 for a two 
course meal. 
Art Group – Tuesday afternoons from 1-4pm, Gt Blakenham Parish Room. Booking essential. 
Walk’n’Talk Group – second Thursday of the month. Meet at Claydon Crown Car Park at 10.30am 
(return by midday) 

 
In Lent – Compline every Wednesday at 9pm at Henley Church 

March 
1st families@4.30  
4th Lent Lunch, 12noon, Barham Church 
11th Lent Lunch, 12noon, Barham Church 
12th APCM – GB Parish Room and Church 
18th Lent Lunch, 12noon, Barham Church 
22nd Mothering Sunday 
25th Lent Lunch, 12noon, Barham Church 
 
April 
1st Lent Lunch, 12noon, Barham Church 
4th Wedding, Henley 
5th PALM SUNDAY 
5th families@4.30  
5-11 HOLY WEEK 
9th Agape Meal, GB parish room, 6.30pm 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/


10th GOOD FRIDAY 
9.30 Crafts and Walk, Henley Church & Service at 12noon 

 10am Crafts and Service, Barham Church 
12th EASTER DAY 
25th St George’s Day Supper 
May 
3rd families@4.30  
8/9 VE Day Commemoration Event, GB Church/Parish Room 
10-16 Christian Aid Week 
16th Wedding, Barham, 1.30pm 
22nd Henley Night Out, Vestry, 7.30pm 
23rd Craft Fayre, GB Parish Room 
 
June 
6th Barham Church Fete 
7th families@4.30  
7th    High Mass, Claydon Church, 6pm 
13th  Henley Village Fete, Church, 12-3pm 
20th Wedding, Barham 
27th  Band Concert, Barham Hall 
28th  Songs of Praise and Picnic, 4pm, Claydon church 
 
July 
4th    GB Fete and Doggy Day 
5th Church Family BBQ, Barham Church 
18th Wedding, GB 
18th Wedding, Barham 
 
August 
12-14 J-Team Holiday Club, Barham Church 
 Walsingham Pilgrimage of Healing 
 
September 
3rd Wedding, Barham 
5/6/7 Flower Festival, Barham Church 
12th Wedding, Henley 
25th Henley Night Out, Vestry, 7.30pm 
30th Wedding, GB 
 Ride and Stride 
 
October 

Departed Loves Ones Service, Barham 
24th Wedding, Barham 
 
November 
14th  Barham Christmas Bazaar 
27-29 Advent Weekend, Gt Blakenham 
 
December 
5th GB Christmas Fayre 
2-6th STAR TRAIL 



Our Life and Witness – a summary 

Proclaim and Worship Pastoral and Prayer Our Village Context 
Wider World and 

Church 
Growing in number 

and grace 
Finance and Giving 

Ministry Teams Pastoral Teams/Elders Our buildings within 
rural/country villages 

Deanery/Synods Growing in God 

Our worship services Ecumenical Prayer Group 
(Henley) 

Engagement with new 
estates/housing 

Charitable Giving Deanery Plan 

Home group/Lent groups Safeguarding Large schools (2 primary, 1 
secondary) 
Assemblies 
School visits 

Schools at Church 
After school clubs 

Kagera Links families@4.30  

Midweek communion/healing Pastoral Visits inc hospitals and 
care homes 

Community Choir (Henley) Cathedral Baptism Ministry 

families@4.30  Home Communions Spuds and Sparklers  Christian Aid week  Valentine’s Meal 

 Anointing of the Sick Meet’n’Eat (4CAG) Soup Kitchen   

Light Party Care Homes/Nursing Homes Walk’n’Talk (4CAG) FIND  

#followthestar Lent Lunches Knitting Group (4CAG) Women’s Refuge  

Star Trail Pastoral Coffee Chat and 
Mingle (Henley) 

Book Club (4CAG) Mothers' Union (Henley and 
Barham) 

 

J-Team Coffee Mornings Fundraising such as Barham 
Concert, Church Fetes 

  

Music and Choirs Baptism/Wedding/Funeral  
Ministry 

Presence at village events eg 
Henley Christmas Fair or GB 

Car boot sales 

  

Bell Ringing Coffee Mornings GB Fete and Doggy Day with 
local businesses 

  

Carols @ Crossroads/Estate  Village Quizzes/Puzzle 
Evenings/Pancake Evenings 

  

Christmas and Easter 
workshops 

 Vestry Nights Out   

Good Friday walk (Henley)     



 


