The Claydon Group of Churches
Serving the Parishes of Claydon and Barham, Henley and Great Blakenham

[ Living Christianity : Changing Lives ]
Our Vision is to build and grow a radical and inclusive Christian community
that seeks to see individuals and communities changed by the love of God.

2019 Annual Report of
Church Activities

Colossians 3: 12-17; 4: 2-6
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves
with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.
Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same
time pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we
may declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, so that I may reveal
it clearly, as I should. Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the
most of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so
that you may know how you ought to answer everyone.

Revd Carl and Roy Tricker as we celebrated the 140th anniversary of the Akenham Burial Case

Priest in Charge Report
What a year it’s been! We’ve been using Colossians chapter 3 as our inspiration
– to guide and shape our life as a worshipping community. With the vision to be
an inclusive community that seeks to see individuals and communities
changed by the love of God, Colossians reminds us to keep ourselves clothed
with the values that make our church community stand out.
Progress has been made with the Pastoral Measure that will see the title of
Priest in Charge changed to ‘Rector’, and our ‘Group of Churches’ will be a legal
and formal Benefice, called the Benefice of Claydon. Although changes won’t be
dramatic, it will mean a small review on how we run our benefice, i.e. do we
introduce a Benefice Council? Legally it will make it easier for Wedding Banns to
be read and qualifying connections to be made.
Colossians talks of teaching, singing and prayer and these things form the heart
of who we are as a group of churches. Our fantastic Ministry Team leads a range
of diverse services across our churches, each engaging with different groups of
people and congregations. Part of last year’s vision was to train and license new
Lay Elders (Pastoral Visitors) and we will license 5 Lay Elders later this year. On
top of the regular round of Sunday services, we’ve held extra services on various
occasions throughout the year, including Departed Loved Ones, Ash Wednesday
and Holy Week. The midweek Holy Communion at Barham in the warmer
months proved popular and provided a beautiful space to pray.
The choir at Barham continues to help lead the singing at services, but sadly we
said goodbye to Geoff Walker and Kate Dines. Kate played once a month at
Barham and Geoff served many years as musical director at Henley, but also
Barham at various points. We are grateful for their ministries to us. Sadly,
Henley’s youth choir all left for University this year, so we said a sad goodbye
but wished them well for their studies and wait their coming back at festivals!
Worship is our biggest point of mission – in worship we share ‘God’, equip
ourselves for a relationship with him and then are equipped to share him with
others. Over the year hundreds of people who never usually come to church
have had good experiences of church, particularly at Christmas, but also at
baptisms, weddings and funerals. Other acts of worship included Remembrance
Sunday at Claydon High, Pentecost Praise, Crib Songs of Praise and Pet Service,
just to name a few.
Flowing from our worship comes discipleship and equipping. Colossians says this
comes in the form of clothing ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness and patience. The Holy Conversations group has morphed into a

weekly home group at The Rectory, our Lent Groups have been a great success,
the 40acts has pushed and challenged our generosity and giving, The Mothers’
Union Groups, Bible Studies and Ecumenical Prayer Group are all ways in which
we grow deeper into God and are able to clothe ourselves with these values,
fitting us to be disciples of Christ.
Being a disciple requires giving. Fundraising this year has been a mammoth task.
We now have three major projects in each church, including Gt Blakenham’s
2020 Reordering Project (approx. £100,000), Barham Bells Appeal (approx
£80,000) and Henley’s back of church Reordering (approx. £50,000). I assure you
I didn’t plan it like this!! The fundraising is well underway and we’ve seen all
sorts of events over the year including the Band Concert, Crib Festival, Pancake
Evening, Quiz Nights, Meal Out Evenings, Fetes, Doggy Day, Bazaar, Puzzle
Evenings, Flower Festivals and so much more!
Having a life full of worship and discipleship means we can then reach out to
those around us. Colossians puts it as conducting ourselves wisely towards
outsiders. J Team, the LIGHT Party, social evenings, History events, Tots Groups
and work in schools are all ways in which we reach out with the love of God.
Face book, our website and Twitter also engage a massive audience as an insight
into the church’s life and witness.
Tucked away in Colossians is the small sentence, And be thankful. I am very
thankful for all that you do in the day to day running of the benefice. Whether
it is making tea, cleaning the church, preparing a rota, recording the minutes,
turning up for meetings, arranging flowers, singing, reading the bible or serving,
I am thankful. Of course there are always jobs that need doing and sometimes
it can seem a struggle. However, without all of us playing our part, we would
struggle even more. Our hope and enthusiasm should be focused and placed in
God. We’re told in Colossians: whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Group:
Meets:

Ministry Team
5/6 times a year

The Ministry Team has met regularly throughout the year to:
- Pray and discern God’s voice in our benefice
- Share with the Priest in Charge Vision 2018/9: Colossians passage
- The ongoing life and mission of the benefice
- Worship and Services, including the Ministry Team rota
- Pastoral matters and care of the Pastoral Teams
- Discuss procedure and policy
- Sharing and planning of church activities
As well as meeting together, the Ministry Team has spent hours planning and conducting
weddings, baptisms and funerals, attending various meetings for church and community,
representing the face of the church at various functions, visiting and pastoral duties,
organising Sunday services and planning sermons and other duties that keep our benefice
operating smoothly. This year we welcomed the Churchwardens to the meetings.
Ministry Team Members: Revd Carl Melville, Priest in Charge; Revd Cathy Austin, SSM; Liz
Stone, Reader; Chris Farley, Reader; Churchwardens
Retired Priests with Permission to Officiate (PTO): Revd Jenny Ablett, Revd Bruce Wakeling,
Revd Bernard Rose
Group:
Church:
Meets:
Time:
Venue:

Barham and Claydon Mothers Union
Barham
First Tuesday in the Month
2pm
Various members’ homes

Contact:

June Milliard, 01473 830187
Jane Whight, 01473 830543 jane.whight@btinternet.com

Our February Meeting celebrated Marriage Week. In April a first time for Suffolk when Lynn
Tenby World Wide President addressed the Lady Day service at Rushmere Church. We have
supported Alison Bray’s work with children in Uganda, looking after Street children giving
them home education medical care and support for a working life. She sold paper beads made
into necklaces and bracelets by the children.
We help at Young Families and ran a successful stall in Claydon.
Group:
Meets:
Contact:

Gt Blakenham Church Fundraising
Ongoing throughout the year
Wendy Hooper; 01473 846642, wendydhooper@gmail.com

There were several new events during the year, including a wreath making workshop,
sponsored mountain climb, plus the regular events such as Easter Fayre, St George’s fish and
chip supper, Doggy Day, Wedding Fayre, and Christmas Festival. We launched the 20/20
Building Project to provide a kitchen and toilet in the church and we continue to hold regular
fundraising events to support this and the ongoing needs of the church.

Group:
Meets:

Pastoral Teams
5/6 times a year

Each of our churches has a Pastoral Team with committed members who carry out visits,
home Communions, visits to care homes and hospitals. The Pastoral Teams meet regularly to
discuss who they have visited and who might need a visit and/or prayer, home communion
or anointing with oil. Visits are not discussed in detail but remain private and confidential to
the visitor themselves. However, we report back to the group to uphold our accountability.
The Pastoral Teams talk about practice and policy, confidentiality and other issues that arise
from lone visiting and they are responsible to Revd Carl and each of their church PCCs.
Later this year we will license 5 new Benefice Elders. These people already visit the sick and
those housebound. Over the past few months we have set up a new practice which improves
our after care/follow up with funeral families, wedding couples and baptism families. Two
pastoral visitors will follow up each of these to see if the family would like a visit or contact
with the church.
We have updated the ‘New Home’ leaflets for new residents at Barham/Claydon and updated
the ‘Lifts to Church’ contact sheet. Over Lent we have been trialing the ‘This Time Tomorrow’
cards, which allows people to request prayer for the coming day and week ahead.
We visit and take Holy Communion to Alasdair Place, St Peter’s Court, The Old Rectory and
Barham Care Centre.
The Pastoral Teams are there to serve each church, its members, those unable to get to
church and those in the community to ask to see a member of the church for whatever reason.
The Pastoral Team not only provides a service for the sick or ill, but for those who need a
listening ear, those with various problems and those who are exploring faith or are on the
edge of church.
Pastoral Team Members
Barham: Pauline Dennis, Ann Colthorpe, Revd Carl (Chair), Revd Jenny, Chris Farley (Reader),
Liz Stone (Reader), Dorothy Lay
Henley: Revd Cathy (Chair), Carol Wood, Jenny Underhill, Margaret Gerrard, Irene Nutton
Gt Blakenham: Revd Carl (Chair), Wendy Hooper, Irene Leech
Group:
Meets:
Contact:

Great Blakenham Parish Room
Ongoing throughout the year
Wendy Hooper, 014730846642, wendydhooper@gmail.com

The Parish Room continues to have a regular core of local community groups using the hall
on a weekly basis. Some improvements were made to the facilities during the year, and a
number of repairs have also been carried out during the year. The hedge is maintained by an
outside contractor twice a year. Thanks is given to Committee Members for their continued
support and assistance during the year. The Parish Room Committee anticipates further
growth in usage during 2019.

Group:
Meets:
Time:
Venue:
Contact:

Claydon and Barham Young Families
Every other Thursday morning during Term time.
09:30 - 11:30
Claydon and Barham Village Hall
Michelle Smith 01473833788 msmith.almondbeach@talktalk.net

At our regular sessions we welcome anyone with Babies or Children under five for imaginative
play, Song-time and lots of fun. Families can enjoy a different craft activity with a theme
where Children can be creative and try out different materials to produce an individual
masterpiece. For Parents, Grandparents or Carers it is a good opportunity to meet others with
pre-school age Children.
We update our toys continually to meet the ever changing challenges of engaging Children in
social activities and improving hand eye co-ordination whilst having fun!
Young Families means a great deal to a lot of Children in this community.
Over the last year we have enjoyed: A Teddy Bears Picnic, A trip to the Rare Breeds Farm and
a visit from Father Christmas at our Christmas Party.
Group:
Meets:
Contact:

Great Blakenham 200 Club
Ongoing throughout the year
Marion Little, 01473 830915

The 200 Club was set up to fund repairs to the fabric of St Mary’s Church, covering all
permanent structures within the Church boundary. It is a Restricted Fund and no expenses
are incurred. There are currently six collectors, collecting between £60 and £500 each.
Tickets cost £12 per year, the monies are collected during January and February. The draw
takes place at a different venue each month and prizes are as follows:
1st Prize £25:00, 2nd Prize £15:00, 3rd and 4th Prize £10:00, 5th and 6th Prize £5:00 (£840 pa)
£1885 was collected during 2018, giving a profit of £1045.
Group:
Meets:
Time:
Venue:
Contact:

Mums and Tots
Every Friday
9.45-11.30am
Gt Blakenham Parish Room
Irene Leech, 01449 676567, Irene_m_leech@yahoo.co.uk

Mums & Tots started meeting fortnightly, after Easter 2018, and merged with Henley Mum’s
& Tots in September. There is a lovely friendly atmosphere and we average around 4 or 5
Mums & Dad’s each session. Yes we do welcome Dad’s too, and they love it!
During the Christmas session Dads started coming, & talked about the possibility of having a
Monthly Dad’s and Tots to give their wives a well deserved rest!
We welcome everyone with a cuppa, and nice biscuits and the activities depend on who
comes, but can include colouring, simple crafts & cooking.
Some of the Parent feedback:
“We like coming to Mum’s & Tots group to play with other children. We do lovely activities &
have lots of toys to play with & we always finish by singing songs. Today we played Twinkle
Twinkle on xylophone blocks”
It’s a great team effort. Thanks everyone. Special thanks go to Leanne for getting things
started, we are still missing you, and hope Evelyn is enjoying nursery. Penny for committing
to help every week. Wendy for all you do.

Group:
Meets:
Contact:

The Four Community Activities Group
Various venues and times
Rev’d Carl Melville, 01473 833542, or as advised in In Touch

In order to ease administration and save on the cost of insurance, it was decided that the
groups fall under the auspices of Barham and Great Blakenham churches and be renamed The
Community Activities Group. The groups remain as they were.
Meet’n’Eat has bloomed with new helpers and increased attendance, meeting on the first
Friday, 12noon at Gt Blakenham Parish Room.
The Knitting Group was busy making a display for Great Blakenham’s Festival of Light whilst
continuing to knit for various charities. This group meets on the first Thursday from 10.30am
at Alasdair Place.
The Art Group is flourishing, having as many members as can be accommodated, putting on
displays and going on visits, meeting every Tuesday from 1pm at Gt Blakenham Parish Room.
The Book Club has several new members and keeping those unable to attend advised of the
current book by email and meets the last Thursday of every month at Claydon Crown from
10.30am.
Sadly, few people attend the Men’s Group and this may have to be closed for a while.
A new Walk’n’Talk group was set up by Revd Carl by popular demand and meets the second
Thursday of every month, 10.30 at the Claydon Crown.
Group:
Meets:
Contact:

St Mary’s, Great Blakenham, Fabric and Building
At PCC meetings
Wendy Hooper, 01473 846642, wendydhooper@gmail.com
Caroline Ray, 01473 833753, carolinemariaray@gmail.com

The churchyard upkeep, grass cutting etc, is the responsibility of Great Blakenham Parish
Council as the churchyard is closed. We are grateful for the good work done by a new
contractor in maintaining the churchyard over the past year. This work has been
supplemented by the efforts of volunteer parishioners on an ad hoc basis.
We continue to play pre-recorded music now, which is very useful when the services of an
organist are not available.
Our 20/20 Vision project was launched in the Summer of 2018 to reorder the church,
providing a kitchen and toilet. A project to help pay for the cost of tiles in the old organ
chamber is currently underway and proving popular with church regulars and visitors alike.
Thanks is given to the team of volunteers who regularly give their time to clean the church,
make the tea, provide flowers, and pray for all involved.
Group:
Meets:
Venue:
Contact:

Open the Book
Termly
Claydon Primary school
Revd Jenny, 01473 830205

The OTB team go into Claydon Primary three or four times per term at the invitation of the
Head Teacher. The Bible stories follow the OTB programme, linking into seasonal stories at
Christmas and Easter. There are six people who regularly ‘story tell’ supported by others
occasionally and sometimes the children. We are a team, who learn, have lots of fun and
enjoy seeing the children engage with the stories.

Group:
Contact:
Schools:

Outreach to Schools
Revd Carl Melville
Henley Primary School, Claydon Primary School, Claydon High School

Revd Carl continues to go into the primary schools to lead assemblies based on various themes
throughout the year. He is now in a primary school every week. This link is vital to the ongoing life and
witness of our church, building up relationships with the teachers and children.
Revd Carl also goes into Claydon High School to lead assemblies. This link has proved invaluable in
relating to teenagers who come to the church for events, Christmas, weddings and funerals.
We held our non-halloween LIGHT party in Claydon Primary School Hall, and we’re grateful to them
for welcoming us. Most children that came to the party were from Claydon and Henley Primary schools
and we had massive amounts of fun! Our Remembrance Day service was held at Claydon High School
and involved their head students, as well as Head Teacher and student team who made us welcome,
provided refreshments, set out the hall and made sure the service was a success for the village.

Group:
Electoral Roll Reports
Contact:
Robin Hooper-Greenhill (Barham), Chris Dawkins (Henley), Wendy Hooper
(Gt Blakenham)
Henley: Following this year’s revision of the electoral roll, there are now 35 members, of
whom 22 are resident in the parish.
Barham: At the last Roll Revision on 5th March 2018 there were 121 names on the Electoral
Roll. During the past year 0 names have been added and 0 names have been removed. Two
people on the roll have died.
No requests asking for removal were received and the PCC did not authorize any removals.
The 2019 Electoral Roll will be completely new roll. If you missed completing a new form
before the roll was closed in preparation for the APCM, please, do fill in a form and your name
can be added as soon as the roll is open again.
Gt Blakenham: After this year’s revision there are now 18 people on the Electoral Roll.
The information contained on the Electoral Roll will be used as list of those eligible to vote
on parochial matters and as contact list for the distribution of letters or papers relating to
the parish church.
Group:
Meets:
Venue:
Contact:

Barham Hall Band Concert
7th July 2018, 29th June 2019
Barham Hall
Roger Colthorpe, 01473 831079, rogercolthorpe@aol.com

We held our 11th Open Air Picnic Concert in the beautiful gardens of Barham Hall by kind
permission of Mr & Mrs Burrows. It was a great evening with good weather and excellent big
band music provided by Essential Sounds with forties singer Pete Wayre providing great
entertainment in the intervals. With all tickets sold we raised a record £4297 for the Fabric
fund but more importantly it was thoroughly enjoyed by the wider community. We are
pleased to announce that there will be another concert in 2019 on 29th June.

Group;
Meets:
Time:
Venue:
Contact:

Barham Church Annual Fete with Days Gone Exhibition
16th June 2018, 8th June 2019
2pm
Barham Church & Grounds
Roger Colthorpe, 01473 831079, rogercolthorpe@aol.com

The Church Fete is well established in the village calendar and this was its 71st year and the
third year in the Church grounds. Over the years there have been a variety of supporting
events including Pram Races, Barn Dances, Flower Festivals etc. This year we held a Claydon
and Barham Days Gone Exhibition with 100s of photos, press cuttings and documents on
display in the Church. This attracted hundreds of visitors to the Church over four days and the
weekend raised £1672 for the fabric fund. In 2019 the fete returns to its traditional Saturday
on 8th June.
Group:
Sunshine Service
Meets:
Monthly
Venue:
Claydon and Barham Village Hall
Contact:
Revd Jenny, 01473 830205
There were 11 Sunshine services in 2018 plus the Nativity at Young Families. The bible stories
closely follow the churches year and season. Godly play stories, songs and activities are
enjoyed by all. All are welcome – parents, grandparents and carers. Adults and children
contribute to prayer requests. Highlights include the school holidays when the older children
can join us too. In October we make the Christmas Pudding ready to send to FIND.
Group:
Contact:

Claydon and Barham Churchyards
Revd Carl and Claydon & Barham PCC

The PCC has responsibility for Churchyards at Barham and Claydon. We are extremely grateful
to Graham Brand, who gives many days each year to keeping Barham grass cut, and to Rod
Fisher, who cares for the Churchyard extension at Claydon. The main Claydon Churchyard and
the hedges at Barham have been maintained by Realise Futures which is a social enterprise
based locally that works with people with disabilities and/or disadvantages to realise their
potential. We are grateful to the two Parish Councils who recognise the Churchyards as a
community amenity and make grants towards the upkeep and also to those who have
generously donate money.
The PCC have also taken the time to remove prohibited items from many plots, particularly
plastics, glass and statues. The Churchyard rules can be found on our website, in each church
porch or a copy can be sought from Revd Carl.

Group:
Meets:
Contact:

Barham Church Choir
Fridays for rehearsals, Sundays for services
Hilary de Lacy

The choir have continued to meet weekly. Although small in number, the commitment is very
strong. All budding singers are welcome to join us.

Group:
Contact:

Safeguarding Officer
Ann Colthorpe, 01473 831079, anncolthorpe64@gmail.com

The year has been a challenge for a Safeguarding Officer. The CofE rightly decided to make it
compulsory that anyone who has a role within the Church needs safeguarding training.
Therefore, flower arrangers, those on the cleaning rota etc have completed the basic training
course (C0). PCC Members, anyone working with children, chalice assistants have also
completed the next level of training (C1 or C2). Clergy, Readers and myself undertake the next
level of training (C3) every three years. Training has been carried out on-line or face-to-face.
It has been a massive task but everyone has accepted the need to be trained with good grace.
Safeguarding is important not only in the Church but in our daily life. In total 61 people
associated with Claydon & Barham Church have now completed Safeguarding training.
Group:
Meets:
Time:
Venue:
Contact:

Soup Kitchen
Sundays
7.30pm
Elm street, Ipswich
Ann Colthorpe, 01473 831079, anncolthorpe64@gmail.com

We organise the Ipswich Soup Kitchen on Sunday evenings as one of the seven groups that
cover the week. We have 8 teams on our rota including one from Henley and one from
Gosbeck. Each team consists of 6-8 people. We take soup, sandwiches and a few other treats
and make tea and coffee. It runs very smoothly and we are grateful for the harvest gifts and
donations from groups, local pubs and individuals, Each week we serve about 30 clients from
our tables, which we set up outside the Magistrates Court. Our clients are very appreciative,
we have very few problems and those who help generally enjoy doing it.
Group:
Meets:
Venue:
Contact:

Barham Flower Arrangers
Mostly Saturdays
Barham Church
Pauline Dennis

I would like to thank all our flower ladies for their continued support this year. To Angela and
Suzy for doing the flowers for the weddings when asked and still going to Bury Cathedral with
Dorothy to do the flowers on our behalf.
We went for a very different theme for Christmas this year and we hope you all liked it. I
would also like to thank Trevor, Rod and John for helping us with the heavy things and
cleaning up after us!

Group:
Meets:
Time:
Venue:
Contact:

Coffee morning: ‘Coffee n Chat’
Second Saturday of each month
10am-12noon
Gt Blakenham Parish Room
Cyndy and Paul Kirkland, kirklandcyndy@yahoo.com

GB’s coffee mornings continue to be well attended. Homemade cakes are always welcome,
and dietary needs are catered for where possible.
Hospitality has often been extended to strangers visiting, and our core regulars are among
those who make them feel welcome to enjoy a coffee, chat, cake and meet new people.
On occasion, the morning session has been extended, last Christmas there was a wreath
making demonstration, which had new people taking part, and was enjoyed by all. Thank you
to all for your continued support.
Group:
Meets:
Time:
Venue:
Contact:

Henley MU
2nd Monday of month
7.30pm
Varies, members’ homes
Clare Thomas, 01473 832808, clare.thomas@btinternet.com

We are delighted that our membership has increased to 20. We had a busy year with talks
on Dementia Friends, MU in Rwanda, CCMP in Kagera, a bible study and a BBQ. We held a
Women’s World Day of Prayer service, and joined with Claydon & Barham MU for a deanery
Wave of Prayer service. Members attended Diocesan MU events and the General meeting in
Swansea.
Fundraising was very successful and we sent over £960 to MU projects. At Christmas we
collected clothes and toiletries for the Ipswich Winter Night Shelter.
We led the Mothering Sunday service at Henley and ran children’s crafts at the Christmas
Fayre. We sent baptism anniversary cards and circulated our nativity cribs to local families.
Group:
Contact:
Meet:

Barham Building and Finance Sub-Committee
Revd Carl Melville (Chair), Dorothy Lay and Robert Clarke (Wardens)
Every other month

The sub-committee was set up nearly two years ago to take a huge weight off the PCC’s
shoulders when discussing the finer details of Buildings and Finance. This group reports to the
PCC, yet makes invaluable decisions regarding faculty applications and building work.
This past year we have discussed and implemented the following:
Alteration of porch wiring and light
Submitted the faculty for the installation of CCTV
Overseen the application and installation of a new sound system
Launched the Barham Bells Appeal
We are currently exploring the restoration of the terracotta window in the vestry and the
repair of the West stained glass window.

Group:
Contact:

Henley Fabric and Building
Richard Self

This has been another year of low spend on the Church building.
The PCC have contacted our architect to begin to look at improvements to the area at the
back of the church, particularly under the tower. Measurements have been taken and we
are now waiting for some drawings to give us ideas to what can be done. We want to
include better storage under the tower and improved disability access, as well as improving
the appearance of this run-down area. We would like to move the pews behind the main
and vestry doors to give an open space for activities that won’t fit into the vestry. We would
like to move the font slightly to one side to make a better baptistry area.
Churchyard maintenance has again proved difficult, but with the help of a few volunteers and
Saturday morning working parties we have just managed to keep the grass cut and the paths
looking tidy throughout the year. We thank everyone that has helped for their work keeping
the churchyard in a reasonable condition, it is greatly appreciated. We still have our 2 younger
members of the congregation helping with the cleaning and dusting of the church. Towards
the end of the year we heard that we have been left a considerable amount of money by a
strong supporter of St. Peter’s. We intend to use some of this to help complete the tower
project. In spite of this we must maintain our efforts to improve our income and again I urge
everyone to think of ways to help our fundraising efforts.
Group:
Contact:

Henley Fundraising and Events
Revd Cathy Austin, Richard Self, Margaret Gerrard

Once again in February we held our annual Puzzle Evening, as ever this did not fail to
disappoint, both socially and financially.
We have held themed food evenings and games nights in the vestry
In June we held a Flower Festival and Summer Fete in the churchyard, this was quite successful
in spite of clashing with the England World Cup football match.
We made an extra special attempt for the celebrations to mark the 100th anniversary of the
ending of The Great War. Many parishioners made over 3,500 poppies (mainly knitted)that were
suspended from the church tower. These were very eye-catching and attracted a lot of visitors,
to complement this we lit the tower with red lights in the evenings. The church was full for the
Service of Remembrance. The day was finished off with a Street Party in the Community Centre
and the lighting of the village beacon.
In December the Church had its usual stall at the Henley Village Christmas Fair. Our “Vestry Café”
coffee mornings continue their success and popularity. These take place all year on the third
Saturday of the month and are very popular. Light lunches are still varied and are well supported.
We would again like to thank all those who have supported these mornings, and particularly the
enthusiastic “workers” that help to run them and those that supply the cakes, and many varied
lunches, as well as items of food to sell. The 100 Club still struggles for support and the decision
has been made to bring it to a close at the end of the year.
We continue to support “Families In NeeD”(FIND) with a box in the porch to accept gifts for
local needy families

Youth and Children’s Work
Earlier this year the benefice came together to discuss what we wanted to do about our
children’s, families and young peoples’ work within our villages.
Although we run tots groups and irregular children’s activities such as Easter Workshops, JTeam and families@4.30, we do not hold any regular acts of worship particularly for children
and families.
Our All Age worship at Gt Blakenham and Henley churches continues to be suitable for
families and will continue. However, the meeting decided to introduce a new act of worship
especially for families and children.
Families@4.30 will therefore run on the first Sunday of every month, 4.30 at Barham Church.
Based on the Messy Church style of church, it will include the Bible Story in the form of
activities, crafts or games, a short act of worship and then a gathered meal/food.
This new venture will be a separate congregation on its own for the benefice. It will be ‘their’
service and once established we hope it will engage with the wider church community and
life. Please do invite anyone along you know might be interested.

Group:
Venue
Meets
Contacts

J-Team Holiday Club
Barham Church, Church Hall and Grounds
Annually for three days in August
Beverley Sutton and Ann Colthorpe

J-Team has been our major outreach to primary school aged children for the past 31 years. This year
it again attracted the maximum attendance of 80 children and involved about 30 volunteers
providing activities, stories and worship to keep these youngsters stimulated and giving them a taste
of the Christian faith. Today we are getting earlier attendees of J-team returning to Church for
weddings and baptism of their own children and reminiscing on their own days in J-team. J-Team
2019 takes place on 7th, 8th and 9th August

St Mary’s 20:20
Great Blakenham Church has stood in the village for nearly
800 years, with foundations probably predating the present
building. Each generation has left its mark on the building –
from the pews, to adding the tower and then a wooden
porch, shaping and reshaping the windows.
We love our current building, but to meet the needs of our
growing village and active congregation, we have launched a
major reordering project called 2020, that will make fit the
building for another generation.
The 2020 project will include:
• The (re)installation of a new window, the moving of
the baptismal font (used for christenings etc) and a
new floor for the East end of the building.
• The installation of mains water and a new kitchenette
at the back of the church with facilities to make
refreshments and wash up.
• The installation of a new toilet, accessible to all,
including a new path and lighting.
• Modernisation of the electrics, including connections to the building.
St Mary’s is Grade 1 listed so all work must be carried with due care and respect to the
building and its surroundings. And of course, these things never come cheap.
On top of the ever-increasing daily bills to simply keep the church open and running, we are
looking at having to raise about £100,000.
We hope that some of this will be raised by grants from other sources, but most of this we
will have to raise ourselves. We are already selling floor tiles for the new floor in memory of
loved ones, anniversaries, a celebration of occasion. These are £10 each and a special
commemorative book will be created with your personal inscription. Forms for these can be
picked up from the church, which is kept open during day light hours.
Other fundraising events will be held throughout the year, including a Wedding Festival on
Monday 27th May, at the Village Hall and also a brand NEW Village Fete and Doggy Day on
July 13th. We now have regular Quiz Nights in the Parish Room too. We would welcome any
other fundraising ideas and help and hope this might be a village project.
Further details about leaving a Legacy to the Church can be found on our website, by
clicking Policies.
Full plans and architects drawings can be found in the Church.

Barham Bells Ap-peal
Barham Church tower currently houses four bells, which before
long will be completely derelict and a possible danger. The last
peal on the bells was rung in 1947 and the bells were in a bad
state of repair then!
The PCC has voted to restore and augment the bells, adding two
new bells to make a ring of six in a new steel frame further down
the tower.
As the bells will be rung from the ground floor, which is our
current main entrance into church, we will also need to improve
the hall entrance so that it can be used more frequently as the
entrance/exit. We are exploring new glass doors for the tower
which will hopefully improve the draft situation as well as allow
us to watch the ringers ring the bells. We hope to install a small
screen and camera so that we can watch the bells ringing from
inside the church.
As well as restoring and reviving the history of Barham Church, we’ll also be providing an extra
service to the community. Not only will wedding couples be able to have the bells at
weddings, but we hope to reach out into the village to recruit new ringers, invite local schools
to explore the bells, tower and church history, and welcome visiting ringers from all over the
country who wish to ring the bells.
The project will cost about £80,000, with the cost being lowered if we can do some of the
work ‘locally’. There are also generous grants to help with bell and tower restoration.
Amazingly, we have already been promised the money for one of the new bells and we hope
to find a donor for the second new bell too.

The Claydon Group of Churches Legacy Policy
Your local church welcomes all gifts in wills, however large or small and we promise to
use your gift to make a difference to our parish and to its life, witness and mission. Our
PCC Legacy Policy is to use gifts to help fund significant development projects,
whether buildings, equipment, mission or staff.
Since needs change over the years, we encourage you to leave a gift in your will for
the general purposes of the parish rather than for a specific restricted purpose. We
will discuss possible uses of your gift with your executors when the time comes,
bearing in mind your known areas of interest in the church (e.g. music, buildings,
children and youth, overseas mission or aid) and the church’s priorities at the time.
However, if you wish to leave a legacy to one of our existing restricted funds (e.g. the
organ or bell fund), then we promise we will only use your gift for that purpose.
You can be confident that your gift will be used to make a real difference to our future
mission and ministry.
We acknowledge gifts in whatever way the donor and/or his/her executors feel most
appropriate. Equally, we can make sure that gifts remain anonymous if the donor
prefers.
If you would like to talk to someone in confidence about the sorts of purposes your
gift might fund, and how/if you would like your gift to be acknowledged, please
contact The Revd Carl Melville our Rector on 01473 833542 or email
carlmelville@hotmail.com. Alternatively, your PCC Treasurer would be willing to
speak with you in confidence.
If you would like to make a gift to our church in memoriam, please come and discuss
this with us too. It can be a wonderful and appropriate way to remember a loved one.
January 2019

Snapshots of 2018
14 Weddings

5 Blessings or Renewal of Vows

4 Baptisms

Over 30 funerals, Burial of Ashes and Acts of Remembrance

Dates for the Diary…
REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Henley Community Choir, Mondays, 7.30pm, Henley Vestry
Barham Church Choir Practice, Fridays, 7.30pm, Barham Church Hall
Vestry Café – 3rd Saturday of the month (not August), 10.30-1
GB and Henley Tots – every Friday, 10am-11.15am, Parish Room
Midweek Communion – Barham Church, Wednesday 10am, April-September
St Peter’s Court HC – 4th Wednesday of the month
Barham Care Centre HC – 2nd Tuesday of the month
Alasdair Place HC – 2nd Friday of the month
Young Families – Alternate Thursdays, Claydon Village Hall (Sunshine Service monthly)
Home Group – every Tuesday, 7pm, The Rectory
Messy Church / families@4.30 – first Sunday of every month, Barham, 4.30-6pm
Coffee Mornings – GB Parish Room, 10-12, 2nd Saturday of every month
Four Communities Activities Groups, include:
Knitting Group – meets at Alasdair Place on the first Thursday of the month from 10.30am-12noon.
Book Club – Last Thursday of every month, The Crown Claydon at 10.30am.
Men’s Group - Third Wednesdays of the month, 10.30am at The Crown Claydon. Chat, social and
lunch.
Meet’n’Eat – First Friday of the month, Gt Blakenham Parish Room, from 12noon. £4 for a two
course meal.
Art Group – Tuesday afternoons from 1-4pm, Gt Blakenham Parish Room. Booking essential.
Walk’n’Talk Group – second Thursday of the month. Meet at Claydon Crown Car Park at 10.30am
(return by midday)

April
3rd
7th
10th
13th
14-21
14-21
18th
19th

21st

Lent Lunch, 12noon-2pm, Barham Church
families@4.30, Barham Church
Lent Lunch, 12noon-2pm, Barham Church
Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
HOLY WEEK – see church notices for services and events
Holy Week prayer activities, Gt Blakenham Church
Maundy Thursday, Agape Meal, 6pm, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
GOOD FRIDAY
9.30 Crafts and Walk, Henley Church & Service at 12noon
10am Crafts and Service, Barham Church
EASTER DAY

May
5th
families@4.30, Barham Church
th
11
Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
18-19 1pm-4pm Barham Church Tower Tours
12-18 Christian Aid Week
18th Vestry Café, 10.30-1pm, Henley Church
24th Vestry Night Out – Henley Church
25th-26th
GB Flower Festival, 10-4
th
27
Gt Blakenham Flower and Wedding Festival, 10-4, Gt Blakenham Village Hall
June
2nd

families@4.30, Barham Church

8th
8th
9th
15th
15th
16th
29th
30th

Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
Barham Church Fete, Barham Church
PENTECOST
Henley Village/Church Fete
Vestry Café, 10.30-1pm, Henley Church
High Mass, St Peter’s Claydon, 6pm
Barham Band Concert, Barham Hall
Songs of Praise and Picnic, St Peter’s Church, Claydon.

July
7th
3rd
13th
13th
20th
21st
26th

families@4.30, Barham Church
families@4.30 review meeting, 7.30, Barham Hall
Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
Gt Blakenham Church/Village Fete
Vestry Café, 10.30-1pm, Henley Church
Barham Church Family BBQ
Vestry Night Out – Henley Church

August
4th
Rectory Garden Party, 2pm – 5pm
th
7-9
J-Team, Barham Church
th
10
Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
17th Vestry Café, 10.30-1pm, Henley Church
September
1st
families@4.30, Barham Church
th
6
Vestry Night Out – Henley Church
th
14
Ride and Stride
14th Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
21st Vestry Café, 10.30-1pm, Henley Church
21st Roy Tricker at Gt Blakenham church – history evening with wine, 7pm.
22nd Harvest Festival, Barham Church
October
6th
families@4.30, Barham Church
th
6
Harvest Festival, Gt Blakenham Church (and harvest fete)
th
12
Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
12th Vestry Night Out – Henley Church (Harvest Supper)
13th Harvest Festival, Henley Church
19th Vestry Café, 10.30-1pm, Henley Church
27th Departed Loved Ones Service, Barham Church, 3pm
31st Light Party, 5-7.30, Claydon Primary School
November
2nd
Spuds and Sparklers, Henley Churchyard
rd
3
families@4.30, Barham Church
9th
Coffee Morning, 10-12, Gt Blakenham Parish Room
th
16
Vestry Café, 10.30-1pm, Henley Church
th
16
Claydon and Barham Christmas Bazaar, 2pm, Claydon High School

