
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


October – Ruth: Harvest 
 
Theme: focusing on the story of Ruth, the festival of harvest is illustrated by her qualities of 

commitment, trust and faithfulness. God is faithful too! When we recall what he has done for us, 

despite the bad times we go through, he remains steadfast and true. Harvest is more than just about 

food – it is about God’s faithfulness to us. This service encourages the exploration of that faithfulness. 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ An image of Ruth to place at the front of church and then on the Wall of Fame. 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

➢ (Wheat template if you use alternative prayer idea 1) 

➢ (Chalkboard film for alternative prayer idea 2) 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme, place an image of Ruth at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: Ruth, chapter 1 (or a section of it). 

This reading lends itself to be dramatized in some way, or you may want to act out the whole. story of Ruth, 

or portray it in some other way as people enter the church. 

 

Talk  

Briefly recap the story of Ruth. You may want to act out a small part of her story. 

The story of Ruth is a beautiful one. Ruth was married to Naomi’s son, but was now a widow. Ruth 

could have left Naomi to go back to her own family, but she loved Naomi so much that she promised 

to stay with her – your people will be my people and your God will be my God. 

 



When Harvest came, Ruth had to work in the fields to provide food for Naomi. Thankfully, she was 

blessed. Boaz ordered that extra grain be dropped, just so Ruth could take home more! 

 

Ruth’s story teaches us a number of things. It teaches first about friendship and commitment to each 

other. Despite being a widow, Ruth remained faithful to Naomi. Despite there being a great famine in 

the land, Ruth supported Naomi and eventually harvested grain for them to eat. 

 

It also teaches about how faithful God is to his people. God loved them very much and he cared for 

their needs and he provided for them. Naomi and Ruth felt insignificant in a very big world and they 

must have wondered how they would survive. But their faith in God, and his faith in them, meant that 

God was able to work through the bad to bring times of joy and peace to them. Ruth eventually gave 

birth to a son, Obed, who was the father of Jesse, the father of King David – ancestor to Jesus himself! 

 

So, no matter how insignificant we often feel, God can use us to bring great change to our world. 

 

Much of Ruth’s story is about helping others and being committed to bring them relief, comfort and 

food. These actions are important to us because we trust and lean fully on God. 

 

There are so many people in our world that need basic food and water supplies. Even in our country, 

people often go hungry and rely on foodbanks. I wonder if we might be like Boaz in that field – dropping 

a little extra grain to give someone the chance to eat. Every time we go shopping, we might want to 

think about buying an extra tin of something to share with a charity. 

 

So many people feel distant from the people around them because of illness, sickness or loneliness. I 

wonder how we might be like Ruth who said, ‘your people will be my people’ and who embraced a 

whole new way of life to look after Naomi? How might you look after someone who needs you? 

 

You might like to read here a poem of God’s faithfulness to us. The famous Footprints poem, for example. 

 

Ask the congregation to think of times when God has been faithful to them. Ask them to reflect on how God’s 

faithfulness inspires us to be faithful to others and attentive to the world around us. 

 

SONG 

Suggested: Beauty for Brokenness 

 

God’s Family Prays 

In the church have two “graffiti” points – large areas of paper where people can draw or write their thoughts. 

In the middle of one, write “God is faithful…” and on the other write “Lord, I struggle…” At this point in the 

service, ask people to visit each graffiti point and to write down 

• Those moments when God is faithful (at home, my family, at work, last week, in my child’s life etc…) 

• Those moments when we struggle to see his faithfulness (it’s OK to be honest here – when people 

suffer, when people go hungry, when we don’t share the world’s resources) 

 

If you have an intercessor that can pray ab-lib, you may want to bring some of the things on the graffiti boards 

into the following prayers, praying for: 

• The world and its needs 

• Our country and its leaders 

• The church and for the sharing of the Good News 

• Thanksgiving for the example of Ruth 

 

 

 



End with this collect 

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the 

seasons; as we thank you for the harvest, may we cherish and respect this planet and its 

peoples, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices may be given here. 

 

Blessing: 

+ The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace. And the blessing of God Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 Come ye thankful people (trad) 

 Great is thy faithfulness 

 Now thank we all our God 

 Beauty for brokenness (Kendrick) 

 All creatures of our God and King (trad) 

 

Other ideas: 

1. Prayers: Using the wheat template, you may like to scatter these down the church aisle and 

ask each person to collect one, write their prayers on it and attach it to the graffiti board. 

Alternatively, you may want boards for different types of prayer – Thank You Prayers, 

Prayers for the World and so on… 

2. Prayers: You might like to purchase roll out chalk board paper (blackboard film) with 

coloured chalks to write on. These are reusable and can be found on various shopping apps. 

3. Telling the story of Ruth: as people enter the church they could travel round the church 

informally and meet each of the main characters of Ruth’s story. The characters can say a 

little bit about who they are – Ruth, Naomi, Boaz and a field worker, for example. 

“I’m Ruth. My husband sadly died, but I loved my mother in law so much I wanted to look 

after her. So…” 

4. Part of the sermon slot could be to work out an acronym for RUTH that reflect what the 

story teaches us either about morality or harvest. For qualities, Resilience, Unique, Trust, 

Honesty; or for harvest, Resources, Universal, Together, Home. You might like people to 

write these down or make bracelets using lettered beads spelling RUTH, so people can 

remember their acronyms as they wear them. 

5. Harvest Ideas: traditional harvest festivals often include displays of food and wheat – why not 

use a display of wheat to tell the story of Ruth. There might be some tasty breads or other 

foods to taste for breakfast or lunch! 

 



Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of Ruth to place of the wall of fame. 


