
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


March – Lent: John the Baptist 
 
Theme: This service is about John the Baptist, who prepared the way for the Lord. Using his eccentric 

character, this service has a desert theme, which seems to be the experience of many throughout 

Lent. Lent might take us into the desert, but when we get there we find we’re not alone! 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ An image of John the Baptist to place at the front of the church and then on the Wall of 

Fame. 

➢ Print out the Locust Drive sheets from the family@church website. You’ll need one per 

small group in your congregation. 

➢ Dice and pens. 

➢ Optional – yummy but disgusting looking foods to eat whilst blindfolded. 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

➢ Prep a number of the regular congregation to be prepared to split into groups during the 

prayers and to pray aloud to encourage others, less familiar with praying, to do so. 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays.  

Introduce the theme, place the image of John at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: Luke 3: 4-14 

 

Talk 

John the Baptist was a man chosen by God to go ahead of Jesus and to prepare the way for him. He 

was a man who wore clothes made of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts 

and wild honey. It sounds as if he was a bit strange, but actually there would have been lots of people 

like John at that time. People who lived in the desert to live a life of prayer and to get close to God. 

 



[Optional] [Now, he must have eaten all sorts of wild creatures, a bit like the contestants on I’m A 

Celebrity, Get Me Out Of Here. John the Baptist was not a celebrity though, there were many people 

who did not like him. Today, I thought we’d have a go at I’m A Celebrity! We’ll call it I’m A Prophet, Get 

Me Out Of Here! 

 

Pick a couple of volunteers to come forward and sit behind a table. Blind fold them and then present them 

each with a different dish that looks horrible! 

Green Jelly – ‘Frogs slime’ 

Raisins – ‘Rabbit’s Poo’ 

Something covered in sticky sauce. Use your imagination! 

 

For each item eaten, prizes can be awarded. You could decorate the front of church to look like the ‘I’m a 

Celebrity TV set’.] 

 

So, John the Baptist was a desert preacher. He wanted to prepare the way for Jesus and he lived his 

life simply so that he could focus on God. John reminds us that we have to prepare ourselves to 

welcome Jesus into our lives too. That is what Lent is all about – getting ourselves even more ready 

to accept the love that Jesus has for us. 

 

In Lent, some people give up food or certain food items, and instead of eating they pray. What have 

you given up? If you haven’t given anything up yet, maybe you might want to think about it. Instead of 

eating sweet puddings, maybe have something more simple and pray while you eat it? 

 

Jesus wants to fill us with his love so that it is overflowing. He can only do that if we want him to and 

we prepare ourselves for it. John the Baptist shows us that we should want God’s love so much that 

we’d be willing to give things up for it. 

 

SONG 

 

God’s Family Prays 

Locust Prayer Drive: Split the congregation up into small groups. Give each group a dice and a photocopied 

Locust Drive sheet. 

 

When the group rolls the following numbers, they add a leg to the Locust and pray together according to the 

subject or issue. The aim is to complete the Locust. If the same number is rolled several times, then the 

group has to keep praying for the issue stated! 

 

1  Pray for a country of the World 

2  Pray for the leaders of the United Kingdom 

3  Pray for the Community 

4  Pray for your family 

5  Pray for your Vicar and church leaders 

6  Say thank you to God for something 

 

Limit the prayer time to about 6 or 7 minutes. You may wish to have a few prayers written for each group 

for those not familiar with praying. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

SONG 

 

 



God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices can be shared here. 

 

Blessing:   

+ May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourselves, take up your cross and follow him; 

and the blessing of God Almighty… Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

Song Suggestions: 

 I am a new creation 

 Take my life and let it be 

 In Christ alone 

 When I survey 

 Blessed be your name (Redman) 

 El Shaddai (Grant) 

 
Other Lent activities that can be used in this service: 

• Using a large wooden cross, bring up symbols, one at a time, that recall the Passion story. 

Reflect on how each one might draw us closer to God. For example, bring up a towel (washes 

the feet of his disciples), nails (pierced for our sins), a cloak (he was mocked), bread (tempted 

in the desert and the last supper). 

• Encourage families to make promises to keep their chosen Lent observance. Provide a list of 

things families might do over Lent. Give lots of praise next month for those who have kept 

their promises, and encourage those who haven’t been able to. 

• Use ash to illustrate the message of Lent. Contrast ash with the blessing of water and oil. 

• Use some of the Stations of the Cross to illustrate why giving things up is so important to 

Christians. 

• Pair up members of the congregation with a family to share in their Lenten disciplines together. 

• Use the Lent Kagera challenge, produced by the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich. This 

challenge helps families to reflect on Lent and the lives of others. 

 

Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of John the Baptist to place of the wall of fame. 

 


