
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


January – Epiphany: The Magi 
 
Theme: This service focuses on the Magi, who followed the star to find Jesus. The service challenges 

us to think about following Jesus wholeheartedly and to not take our eyes off the star. 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ An image of the Magi to place at the front of the church and then on the Wall of Fame. 

➢ A five pointed star for each person (see online template - these could be cut out as 

people gather) 

➢ Pens/pencils in pews. 

➢ Talk 1 idea: A large star at the back of church 

➢ Talk 2 idea: the numbers 1-12 printed on A4 sheets (see website) 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 
➢ Place Prayer Stars in the pews or give out with hymn books. 
➢ Talk 2: Place numbers under pews. 

 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme, place an image of the Magi at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 
All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 
All Father, forgive us. 

  

+ May Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG (see song suggestions) 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Readings: [Isaiah 60: 1-6 and] Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

Talk 1 – The Star of Christmas 

Fix a large star at the back of church. During the talk, try to make as much eye contact with the star as 

possible. If the church is arranged in such a way, you could even slowly walk towards it during the talk, without 

taking your eyes off it. 

 



I’m a particular fan of The Wise Men, or Magi. Their story is one of the first stories in the Gospels 

that tell us about what it’s like to follow Jesus. 

 

These men and their entourage of camels, servants and households, set out on a long journey, one 

they had probably been planning for years. In the stars, they read the signs and they set out and 

followed a particular star that they believed would lead to a baby, born King of the Jews. They must 

have had to leave a fair amount of their lives behind. There was even a chance that they may not make 

it back home. 

 

When they reached Jerusalem, they quickly learnt that they were not safe. Herod was jealous of this 

“new King” and vowed that those who tried to seek him would probably find themselves in serious 

trouble. 

 

The Wise Men left their homes, for years, to find this promised Jesus. They faced uncertainty and 

trouble when they met Herod. Yet, they kept their eyes on the star that they had been watching for 

years. Even when the journey seemed long or dangerous, even when they were met with jealousy and 

trouble, they followed it right to the place where Jesus had been born. 

 

They paid homage to Jesus and offered him gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. 

 

You might think that that was the end of their story. The Wise Men had to leave, having seen Jesus, 

by another road, as they knew of Herod’s plan to kill Jesus. In a way, their going home by a different 

road also tells us that their lives had changed because they had met Jesus. Their gifts were symbols of 

the life that Jesus would live. The gifts show that Jesus’ life would be given up for them. That he was 

indeed a King. They also showed that following Jesus was never going to be easy and that Jesus’ life 

would bring division and unrest. 

 

Yet, through it all, the Wise Men kept their eyes on the star. Somehow, they trusted that it would get 

them there safely. The Wise Men show us that we need to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and on the 

things that lead to him. Even when it’s tough and the road is a bit bumpy. Even when we meet people 

who don’t believe and trust in Jesus, our eyes should always be fixed on him. When we do, we find 

our lives are changed and take a different route. 

 

You may want to draw attention to the star you’ve been looking at throughout the talk. 

 

TALK 2 – The Twelve Days of Christmas 

If your family@church service is near the start of the year or even within the Twelve Days of Christmas itself, 

you may want to use the following talk. 

Before the service, place the 12 numbers under random pews. Tell people to look to see what number they 

have. As you sing and go through the 12 days of Christmas, each person has to stand as their number comes 

up! 

 

These few days between Christmas can often be seen as a bit of a ‘low’ in the Church’s year. We've 

had the excitement of Christmas, then we seem to retreat a bit, maybe we're tired. We tend to do 

all the celebrating before we've even reached Christmas day. In fact, Christmas-tide lasts for 12 days 

beginning Christmas day and ending the day before Epiphany, next week. Of course, that's where we 

get the song “The Twelve Days of Christmas” from, and the title of Shakespeare's play “Twelfth 

Night”. 

 

These twelve days were quite often the time when Churches would teach young people about the 

faith. So, I thought I would continue the Christmas cheer this morning and take a look at the twelve 

days of Christmas. For which, I may need your help. 

 



On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... a partridge in a pear-tree. The partridge is... 

the Son of God, the greatest gift of all. (John 3:16) 

 

On the second day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... two turtle doves. These symbolise the 2 

Testaments, Old and New, bearing witness to our God in history, speaking into today. (Hebrews 

4:12) 

 

On the third day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... three French hens. These symbolise these 

3 things... faith, hope and love. (1 Corinthians 13:13) 

 

On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... four calling birds. These symbolise 4 

gospels... Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 

 

On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... five gold rings. 

The first 5 books of the Old Testament, the Pentateuch or Torah, the books of law. 

 

On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... six geese a laying. 

6 days of Creation (Genesis 1 and 2), when God creates the heaven and the earth and all that is in it. 

(He rests on the seventh day) 

 

On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... seven swans a’ swimming. Symbolises 

the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit... the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, piety, 

fear of the Lord. (Isaiah 11) 

 

On the eighth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... eight maids are milking. 

Symbolises the 8 beatitudes... 

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit (Matthew 5:3) 

2. Blessed are the meek (Matthew 5:4) 

3. Blessed are they who mourn (Matthew 5:5) 

4. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst for justice (Matthew 5:6) 

5. Blessed are the merciful (Matthew 5:7) 

6. Blessed are the pure of heart (Matthew 5:8) 

7. Blessed are the peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) 

8. Blessed are the persecuted (Matthew 5:10) 

 

On the ninth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... nine ladies dancing. Symbolises the 9 fruits 

of the Holy Spirit, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control. (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 

On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... ten lords a-leaping. Symbolises the 10 

Commandments – no others gods, no idols, keep God's name holy, keep the sabbath holy, honour 

your parents, don't murder, do not commit adultery, don't steal, don't bear false witness, don't 

covet. (Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5) 

 

On the eleventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... eleven pipers piping. These 11 gifts 

symbolise the 11 faithful disciples... not including Judas, who betrayed Jesus, and not including 

Matthias, who was the only disciple not chosen by Jesus personally (Acts of the Apostles 1) 

 

On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me... twelve drummers drumming. Represent 

the 12 points of the Apostle's Creed... 

1. I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

2. And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 

3. Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried: 

4. He descended into hell; 



5. The third day he rose again from the dead; 

6. He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

7. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

8. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

9. The holy Catholick Church; 

10. The Communion of Saints; 

11. The Forgiveness of sins; 

12. The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Maybe over the remaining few days of Christmas we can use this time to recall the gifts of God to 

our world, his coming as a baby in Bethlehem- that greatest gift of all, and then to recall the gifts that 

God has given us in our lives. 

 
SONG (see song suggestions) 

 

God’s Family Prays 

Using the Prayer Stars, announce the following five points, and allow people time to write their prayer 

requests on each point. Use a short prayer to begin each section. 

• World 

• Thanksgiving 

• Church 

• Others 

• Us 

 

Example: 

• Father God, we thank you for the gift of our wonderful world, so full of opportunities and wonder. 

We write down on the first point those parts of the world that need our prayers… 

• Father God, we give you thanks and praise for sending us Jesus to become one of us and to show us 

your love. We write down something we are thankful for… 

• Father God, we pray for your church, your family, here on earth. We write down our prayers for 

God’s church, for its life, for those who lead her… 

• Father God, we thank you for the gift of other people, especially those whom we love. We write 

down the name of someone who needs our prayers at this time… 

• We pray for ourselves. We ask your Spirit for fill us and renew us, to keep us faithful to you. We 

write down something we need to pray about in our own lives at this time… 

 

End with the Epiphany Collect 

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: guide and 

sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Modern) 

 

Allow people time to bring their star forward to the Crib or another display. 

 

SONG (see song suggestions) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert. 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices can be given here. 

 

Blessing: 

+ May God the Father, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the 

Light from Light, lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. And the blessing of God 

Almighty…  
 

SONG (see song suggestions) 

 

 

Song suggestions: 

 We three Kings (trad) 

 Will you come and follow me 

 Angels from the realms of glory (trad) 

 See him lying on a bed of straw (trad) 

 Joy has dawned upon the earth (Getty/Townend) 

 Joy to the world (trad) 

 The most beautiful night of the year 

 Riding out across the desert (Children’s song) 

 

 

 

 
Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of The Magi to place of the wall of fame. 
 

 


