
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wall of Fame 

 

Throughout the year, create a ‘Wall of Fame’ by placing a picture, icon or image of 

the character explored in each service month by month. 

 

You can find some example images to print on the website. 

 

These plans go alongside the family@church order of service, which can 

be downloaded, along with other service resources at 

www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/  

 

 

Contact: 

Carl Melville, carlmelville@hotmail.com, 01473 833542 

 

 

 

 

Service Plans 

 

YEAR THREE 
 

family@church 
making family worship easier 

 

http://www.claydonchurches.com/familychurch/
mailto:carlmelville@hotmail.com


December – Advent/Christmas: Mary 
 
Theme: This all age service focuses on the character of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, who stood by 

Jesus throughout his life. She was faithful to the fact that he was the Light of the World, even though 

others didn’t believe at first. This service may be a Christingle service, in which case please use Year 

1 and 2 resources as well. 

 

What you’ll need for this service: 

➢ An image of Mary, the Mother of the Lord, to place at the front of the church and then 

on the Wall of Fame. 

➢ A ‘magic’ candle (a candle that relights when blown out!) These can be purchased online 

for about 99p. 

➢ [A candle for each member of the congregation] 

 

Before the service: 

➢ Remember to pray together or to encourage prayer amongst all your team groups. 

 

God’s Family Gathers 

Give a warm welcome to the church. Point out the toilets if you need to. 

Draw attention to the Welcome Cards. Keep other notices for the end. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Ask if anyone has any family church news – this may include birthdays. 

Introduce the theme, place an image of Mary at the front, and lead into… 

 

We admit that we sometimes say terrible things… 

All   Father, forgive us. 
  

 We do foolish and silly things… 

All Father, forgive us. 

 

+ May the God of light, who sent Jesus to Light up the way, shine upon you, forgive you your sins 

and keep you in life eternal. Amen. 

 

SONG (see song suggestions) 

 

God’s Family Listens 

Reading: Luke 1: 46-55 (or John 1) 

 

Talk 

There are several versions of this talk. The key to this talk is to learn it by heart and make it your own! Do 

practice it first and learn how your candles work! 

 

When Jesus lived, he preached to his followers and said ‘I am the Light of the World.’ In silence, light 

your magic candle. 

 



This candle symbolises Jesus, the Light of the World. Have the lights switched off. 

 

In this darkened church, this small candle still shines bright. Jesus said he was the Light of the World. 

He was a Light nothing could put out. Blow out your candle and watch it relight. Could darkness put it 

out? No! Could evil put him out? No! 

 

Now, there were people who didn’t love Jesus and wanted to blow out that light! King Herod 

wanted Jesus gone, so he killed all the baby boys. Herod tried to get rid of Jesus. Blow out your candle 

and watch it relight. 

But Jesus said, I am the Light of the World. Nothing can put him out! 

 

When Jesus grew up, he often taught his followers how to love God and how to love each other. 

On one occasion, the crowd threw stones at him because they didn’t like what they heard. Blow out 

your candle and watch it relight. But Jesus said, I am the Light of the World. Nothing can put him out! 

 

Some Jewish leaders really wanted him gone. They didn’t like the Light of Jesus! So, they plotted to 

have him crucified. On Good Friday Jesus died. They thought he was gone! Blow out your candle and 

watch it relight. But Jesus said, I am the Light of the World. Nothing can put him out! 

 

On Easter Sunday, Jesus was given new life and rose again. But lots of people failed to recognise him. 

They thought he was gone. Blow out your candle and watch it relight. But Jesus said, I am the Light of 

the World. Nothing can put him out! 

 

Still today, some people say that God doesn’t exist or isn’t real, that Jesus didn’t do the things we’re 

told about. They do not like his light. Blow out your candle and watch it relight. But Jesus said, I am the 

Light of the World. Nothing can put him out! 

 

There was one person though who loved Jesus and believed everything he said. His mother, Mary. 

An angel appeared to her and said she was to mother Jesus, the Light in a dark world. Mary said yes. 

Mary watched that Light grow and do amazing things like turn water into wine and watched sick 

people made well again. Mary treasured all these things in her heart. 

 

Mary watched as her Son Jesus died on the cross on that Good Friday. She waited with excitement 

for three days for her Son Jesus to appear to them again. Mary waited for the gift of the Holy Spirit 

and then told the people around her about Jesus, the Light of the World. If this service is a Christingle 

service or an evening service, you may want the congregation to have a candle each and to share the Light of 

Jesus with them now from your ‘magic’ candle. 

 

So, she watched as loads of people tried to put out the Light. Blow out your candle and watch it relight. 

But she remembered that Jesus said, I am the Light of the World. Nothing can put him out! 

 

Switch on the church lights. 

So, how can we be more like Mary? She loves Jesus with her whole heart and she remembered that 

nothing can extinguish that Light. How can we share Jesus with other people, that he loves us and 

that he is still here with us now and the Light still shines in the darkness. 

 

SONG (see song suggestions) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s Family Prays 

Let us pray, 

 

Mary said, ‘my soul magnifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.’ Lord God, help us 

to worship you too. Help us to draw close to you and become more and more like Jesus our Saviour. 

 

Mary said, ‘the mighty one has done great things for me and Holy is his name.’ Lord God, help us to 

see all the wonderful things you do for us. for sending Jesus to be born as one of us, for the signs and 

wonders he performed to show us your love, for giving his life for us on the cross and for giving us 

your new life. 

 

Mary said, ‘he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.’ Lord God, we pray 

for those who are hungry, for the homeless and the poor. Help us to be lights to them in times of 

need. We pray for those who are sick or ill at this time and we remember before God those on our 

hearts and minds… a quick moment’s silence is kept. 

 

Mary said, ‘he has helped Israel according to the promise he made to our forefathers.’ Lord God, we 

pray for your Church throughout the world and we thank you for counting us as members of your 

family. Where there is darkness, help us bring light. Where there is pain, help us bring your healing. 

Where there is injustice, help us be people of truth. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (modern) 

 

If you have a crib scene, you may want to bless it here, after adding the characters. Place an emphasis on 

Mary as she is placed into the scene. 

 

SONG (we suggest Away in a Manger or another Carol) 

 

 

God’s Family Goes! 

If there is a returning baptism family, see Leader’s Insert 

 

All We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family… 

 

Church Family Notices can be given here. 

 

Blessing: 

+ May the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, 

the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ child 

be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

SONG (see song suggestions) 

 



Song suggestions for December: 

Longing for light (Farrell) 

You are the King of glory (DuMosch) 

This little light of mine (Spiritual) 

Silent night (trad) 

Hark! the herald angels sing (trad) 

Away in a manger (trad) 

The Christingle Song (See Children’s Society website) 

Can you see what we have made? (Kendrick) 

Light of the world (Hughes) 

Dear Mary, mother of the Lord (trad) 

Sing we of the blessed Mother (trad) 

Once in Royal David’s City (trad) 

Let your light shine (Hillsong Kids) 

 

Other ideas: 

➢ Combine this service with a Christingle service (see Year 1 and 2) 

➢ If this service is towards the beginning of December, you may want to create family Advent 

calendars to take home. This can be done in a number of ways. 

o The easiest way would be to pre-cut an A4 sheet of card with 25 doors/openings. 

Get participants to decorate or colour in a background on another sheet and then 

stick the doors over the top. 

o Another way could be to think of 25 different forms of light (torch, sun, fire, LED 

etc) and to think about light every day in the run up to Christmas. 

➢ As people enter, you could have a station decorating a small t-light pot (flower pot or glass 

jar) so people can take them home and place in their windows to symbolise Jesus the Light 

of the World. 

 

 

 

Wall of Fame 

don’t forget to print out an image of Mary to place of the wall of fame. 
 

 


