
 
 

Holy Communion 
Prefaces 

for Use with Children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The two additional Eucharistic Prayers were added in response to the growing 
need for Eucharistic liturgy when large numbers of children are present. 

 
The instructions for these prayers say that the prefaces may be composed for a 

particular celebration. The prefaces in prayer 2, although good for Ordinary 
Time and Harvest, seem unsatisfactory for use during major festivals and 

celebration, so I have composed my own! 
 

I have added responsive sections, 1 and 2, which could be split into Men and 
Women, North or South side of the church, boys and girls and so on. 

 
I’ve tried to keep the words ‘direct, visual and vivid,’ as the rules state, but 

they are by no means set in stone! Words change and new words are created 
constantly, so these should be added to the following prayers when 

appropriate. One example would be ‘selfie’. Having said that, the rules say to 
mix the traditional too, which can lead to a deeper understand of the prayers. 

 
Children may gather at the altar, or remain with families. 

 



President  The Lord be with you 
All   And also with you. 
 
President  Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
President  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Child   Why is it right to give God thanks and praise? 
All   Listen to this… 
 
One of the following prefaces is said: 
 
Ordinary Time We give you thanks and praise because you know each and 

every one of us perfectly. You created us in our mother’s 
womb and gave us your breath, your life. You know when 
we stand and sit, our resting and waking. You know the 
words on our lips before we say them. You call each of us to 
be part of your family where all are welcomed, valued and 
nurtured as your children. God, you are awesome and 
wonderful and we give you all our thanks and praise. 

 
In Jesus, you give to us your love, even when things go 
wrong. He knew hurt and pain. Through him you wipe away 
our tears and fill us with peace so that we may sing with the 
angels: Holy… 

 
Christmas We give you thanks and praise because you have given us a 

reason to celebrate by sending us your Son Jesus, 
announced by the angel Gabriel and born of the Virgin Mary 
in a Bethlehem stable under the light of a star. As you 
welcomed the shepherds and wise men to worship Jesus, so 
you welcome all of us to worship him as our Lord and King. 
God, you are amazing – Emmanuel – God with us – and we 
give you all our thanks and praise as we join in the song that 
the angels are singing: Holy… 

 
Advent or 
Christmas  We give you thanks and praise because you, Jesus, are 

God’s perfect selfie, the image of our invisible God. When 
we look at you we see God perfectly. You became a tiny, 
vulnerable, baby boy to share our life with us and to remind 



us that we are made in God’s image. Jesus, when we look at 
you, help us to become a mini selfie for God, reflecting your 
light and truth. [Advent: As we countdown to see you born 
in the Bethlehem manger, be born in us and fill our hearts 
with joy and gladness.] As we see you lying in a manger, 
help us, with the shepherds, wise men, Mary and Joseph 
and the whole host of angels, to worship and adore you: 
Holy… 

 
Lent We give you thanks and praise because you have given us 

the 40 days of Lent to get ourselves ready to celebrate the 
glory of Easter – a new life and a new hope. As Jesus went 
into the desert to focus on you, you offer us the chance to 
lay things aside to build up our relationship with you. God, 
you love us so much. You are truly wonderful and we give 
you all our thanks and praise, as we join in the song that the 
angels are singing: Holy… 

 
Easter We give you thanks and praise because when we thought 

you were dead, you rose to new life; when we thought that 
evil had won, you smashed it into pieces with love; when 
we thought that that was it, you kept us believing and 
hoping; We give you praise because you show us a love 
stronger than death, a hope bigger than suffering and a life 
that lasts forever. You left the tomb empty and stone rolled 
away so that you can share your life with us, and we can 
share our life with you. You are an Easter God, turning 
sorrow into dancing, mourning into joy and darkness into 
light. Alleluia to you, O God! 
You breathe your new life into us so that we may join with 
the angels to sing: Holy… 

 
Pentecost We give you thanks and praise because you have sent to us 

your powerful and life giving Holy Spirit. The Spirit fills us 
with your love, makes known the presence of your life in us 
and gives us the confidence to share you with others. As 
you filled the disciples in that room, so may you flood this 
room and the whole world with your power. Give us your 
Spirit, Lord God, so that we may become more and more 
like Jesus our Saviour. God, you are awesome and powerful 
and we give you all our thanks and praise, as we join in the 
song that the angels are singing: Holy… 

 



Advent We give you thanks and praise because, before the world 
was created, you were at work. In these days of Advent as 
we countdown to Christmas, help us to keep watching and 
waiting for Jesus, our brother and King, who was once born 
a baby in Bethlehem and who promised to return to us 
again. Help us to spot you at work today in our lives and 
then change us so that we may change the world. God, as 
we watch and wait for your return, we give you all our 
thanks and praise as we join in the angels’ song: Holy… 

 
Baptism We give you thanks and praise because you know each and 

every one of us perfectly. You created us in our mother’s 
womb and gave us your breath, your life. You know when 
we stand and sit, our resting and waking. You know the 
words on our lips before we say them. Today, you have 
brought N, whom you love, to be part of your family where 
all are welcomed. God, you are truly awesome and 
wonderful and worthy of all our thanks and praise. 
 
In Jesus, you give to us your love, even when things go 
wrong. He knew hurt and pain. Through him you wipe away 
our tears and fill us with peace so that we may sing with the 
angels: Holy… 

 

 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Child   Why do we share bread and wine? 
All   Listen to this… 
  

We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son to be born among us. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and he shows us the way to live. 
Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ's body and his blood. 

 



1 On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
'Take, eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.' 

   
2 After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,  

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
'Drink this all of you. This is my blood, poured out for you 
and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this to remember me.' 

  
All So, Father, with this bread and this wine 

we celebrate his birth, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

   
1 Help us, Father, to love one another, 

as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 

 
2 And now, with N and N, and all your saints, we give you 

glory, through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 
today and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
  
Please be seated. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Communion 


